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Cummins is releasing its 19-litre QSK19 engine for on-highway roadtrain
operation following overwhelming demand for higher levels of durability and
reliability than currently available from smaller cubic capacity engines.

The QSK19 meets Euro 3 emissions levels which comply with the requirements
of the Australian on-highway standard,ADR80.

The big-bore Cummins engine is being released primarily for extreme-duty
roadtrain applications, where gross weights exceed 140 tonnes.

The QSK19 is the modern descendant of the K19 engine that was introduced
in the mid-70s and went on to forge an enviable reputation in the roadtrain
market for its longevity at ratings of 450, 525 and 600 hp.

The QSK19 features full-authority electronic controls as well as upgrades to
most major components, and improves significantly on the durability and
reliability record of the K19.

In fact, more than 70% of the K19's 300 critical components were upgraded in
the development of the QSK19, which was released in 1996 and has gone on to
establish an outstanding reputation, particularly in mining and rail applications.

In off-highway trucking, several QSK19 engines rated at 600 hp have set an
extraordinary durability benchmark in the Tanami Desert, hauling gold-bearing
ore in 400-tonne, six-trailer roadtrains.

Their life-to-overhaul has been in excess of 20,000 hours, enforcing the theory
that there's no replacement for displacement in severe-duty applications where
engine load factors are punishingly high.

"Regardless of the brand, engines in the 14 to 16-litre class have shown a
reduction in life-to-overhaul as roadtrain weights and operational demands have
increased," says Ross McDonald, general manager of truck engine business for
Cummins South Pacific.

"The QSK19 is being introduced for a specific reason, and that's to meet the
demands for increased engine life at high train weights."

For on-highway roadtrain operation, the QSK19 is being offered with one rating -
600 hp (447 kW) at 2100 rpm, with peak torque of 1950 lb ft (2644 Nm) at
1300 rpm.

These outputs are well below the maximum capability of the electronic 19-litre
Cummins which, in mining and other industrial applications, can be rated up to
750 hp (559 kW) with prodigious peak torque of 2275 lb ft (3085 Nm).

However, so as not to compromise transmission and drive axle life in on-
highway truck operation, the selected maximum outputs are at the conservative
levels of 600 hp and 1950 lb ft.

The QSK19 incorporates Cummins' Quantum System (QS) technology to
achieve ultra-high performance along with improved levels of fuel economy and
emissions reduction.

At the core of the technology is a full-authority electronic fuel and engine
management system which is utilised across Cummins' high horsepower range,
right up to the mighty 3,500 hp, 78-litre QSK78.

The HPI (High Pressure Injection) fuel system, which has an injection pressure
capability of 2000 bar (29,000 psi), is an evolution of the well proven Cummins
PT system but with vastly
increased capability. It
advances the PT concept of
variable pressure and
constant flow by utilising
electronic controls to
precisely manage both fuel
delivery and injection timing.

The HPI system enables
cleaner, more precise
combustion, and that
translates to low emissions
and improved fuel efficiency.

"The demands on diesel
engine technology are now
greater than ever before, and
the QSK19 is being
introduced to meet these
demands in the most gruelling
segment of the truck market,"
says Ross McDonald.
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The Power of Cummins means
different things to different people.
To many thousands of people in
Nepal, one of the poorest nations
on earth, it means just one thing:
A new life.A life without blindness.

This is the story of how a
Cummins gift from Australia has
profoundly affected the lives of
impoverished people. People who
were once blind but can now see
again. In1995, Cummins donated a
new generator set to The Fred
Hollows Foundation which was
established in Australia in 1992 to
work in partnership with blindness
prevention agencies around the
world to eliminate and prevent
unnecessary and avoidable
blindness.The Foundation sent the
generator to Tilganga Eye Centre in
Kathmandu, Nepal, to ensure
constant power supply during the
delicate surgeries being performed
by Sherpa surgeon Sanduk Ruit and
his team.

Tilganga Eye Centre has since
become a showpiece of sight
restoration in the developing world.
The 85 kW Cummins generator
has contributed to this success in
its vital job of restoring power
during the frequent outages in
Kathmandu.

Since the centre was established in
1994, it has screened a remarkable
758,000 people and performed
around 37,000 operations, most of
these being cataract surgeries. Last
year, 9,000 operations were
performed.

The most destitute patient who
goes to Tilganga receives the same
quality eye care as members of the
Nepali royal family.

“This is a dramatic example of
how the social conscience of
Cummins can impact on the
community of a developing nation,”
says Gino Butera, managing
director of Cummins South Pacific.

Cataract blindness is one of the
main causes of avoidable blindness
in the developing world and can be
treated with simple and cost
effective surgery, which takes about
20 minutes in the hands of a skilled
surgeon.The patient’s sight is
restored virtually overnight.

A crucial element of modern
cataract surgery involves the
implant of an intraocular lens
(IOL) in the eye of the patient.The
IOL replaces the clouded lens of
the eye (the cataract).The Fred
Hollows Intraocular Lens
Laboratory - part of Tilganga Eye
Centre - specialises in the
manufacture of affordable, high
quality IOLs.Around 300,000
lenses are produced by the centre
each year and exported to many
countries.

Fred Hollows himself passed away
in 1993.A legendary character, he
pioneered the treatment of eye
diseases among indigenous
Australians in the early 1970s
before turning his focus to eye

health care in Asia and Africa. In
the mid-1980s he worked as a
consultant to the World Health
Organisation (WHO), visiting
Nepal, Burma, Sri Lanka, India and
Bangladesh on assignments.
During this time he became aware

that people were suffering from
avoidable blindness because they
did not have access to basic
medical resources.

Tilganga Eye Centre is certainly a
salvation for eye care in Nepal, a
country whose people are
scattered across thousands of
villages and hamlets.

In the compelling book Through
Other Eyes, Australian
photojournalist Anne Crawford
tells that “the cataract blind are a
burden in many Nepalese villages
teetering on the borderline of
subsistence, where everyone’s
labour is needed. In the Himalayas
region, where the blind cannot
negotiate their rugged
environment, they are often
treated like animals...left in a
corner, given scraps of food, denied
medical care.A blind person
without family support has a life
expectancy of three to four years”.

Today, the influence of the Fred
Hollows Foundation and its
partners is evident not only in
Nepal, a country of 23 million
people, but also in many other

countries in Asia,Africa and the
Pacific. It’s estimated that more
than one million people have
had their sight restored
through The Foundation’s
programs.

“This is an extraordinary
achievement, one that Cummins
and all other contributors to
the Foundation can feel proud
of,” says Gino Butera.

Sonam Tsultrim, 61, walked for five
days, then caught a bus for the 500 km
trip to Kathmandu to have eye surgery.
(Photo courtesy of Anne Crawford).

Several of these men were bilaterally
blind and after their operations saw
again for the first time. (Photo
courtesy of Anne Crawford).

Cummins gift helps the blind see again

Dr Sanduk Ruit, medical director of
Tilganga Eye Centre in Nepal.
(Photo courtesy of Anne Crawford).

A Nepali man having his eye tested at a screening day just outside the Kathmandu
Valley. (Photo courtesy of Anne Crawford).

The legendary Fred Hollows. He’s shown in this photo examining the eye of a nine-year-old in Vietnam.
(Photo courtesy of Michael Amendolia).

Two women leading each other in Nepal. (Photo courtesy of The Fred
Hollows Foundation).



3�

Five enormous Cummins gas
engine generator sets, featuring
lean-burn, 81-litre, 16-cylinder
engines, have been installed as part
of the BassGas Project in Victoria.

As the photos show, the gensets
are an imposing sight, towering
above Mark Dodemond, Cummins
technical adviser for the project.

The gas engine gensets, which have
extremely low emissions, will
provide 6 MW of power to
operate the BassGas processing
plant at Lang Lang in Victoria’s
Gippsland region.

The plant will rely totally on the
gas engine gensets for its power
supply since there is no grid
connection at Lang Lang.

The BassGas Project will supply
around 10% of the Victorian
natural gas market over the next
15 years, beginning from the
second half of 2004.

The natural gas, along with LPG
and condensate (light oil), will be
piped from the Yolla field in Bass
Strait, 147 km off the southern
Victorian coast, to the Lang Lang
processing plant.

In addition to the five gas engine
generator sets, Cummins has
supplied a 640 kW diesel genset
powered by the 30-litre Cummins
QST30 engine.

It will provide essential power to
the gas gensets to help bring them
online - power for the battery
chargers, jacket water heaters and
lube oil priming pumps - and will
also be able to parallel with the
gas gensets if additional power is
required at the processing plant.

“Cummins won the BassGas order
because it was able to meet a
demanding specification, guarantee
the power station’s  performance
on the full range of gas
specifications that the gas field is
expected to deliver, and do the job
at the right price,” says Tony
Blaubaum, manager of Cummins
South Pacific’s Energy Solutions &
Rental Group.

The spark-ignited, four-stroke,
natural gas Cummins engines are
QSV81G units with turbocharging
and aftercooling.

They feature lean-burn technology,
meaning that combustion is ‘lean’
because excess air is introduced
into the engine along with the fuel.

You really have to admire the small
fleet operators who are dedicated
totally to just one customer and
have grown their businesses with
that customer.

It’s a huge risk having only one client.
There’s no margin for error.

Two men who are acutely aware of
the disciplines needed to service
one client in the manufacturing
sector are Charles Barclay and
Quentin Mitchell who operate seven
Cummins-powered B-doubles, six of
which are punched along by
Signature 620s.

Their one customer is Corinthian
Doors,Australia’s largest timber
door manufacturer and a company
with growing international stature.

Barclay, 45, and Mitchell, 38, realised
right from the start that their future
with Corinthian Doors would
depend on hard work and absolute
dedication.

They realised they’d have to pay
close attention to their customer’s
evolving needs and expectations to
maintain a competitive advantage.

Today, Barclay and Mitchell are
intensely proud of their relationship
with Corinthian Doors and the
service they provide.

The David and Goliath scenario is
not lost on the two men.“The big
guys have come in and tried to take
the work from us,” confides Charles
Barclay.

However, their attitude and outlook
are overwhelmingly positive and they
are constantly working to exceed
their customer’s expectations.

On-time deliveries, equipment
availability, and projecting the right
image on the road are obvious
elements of the Barclay&Mitchell
business strategy.

There’s certainly no room in their
fleet for equipment that doesn’t
promote pride and image.

Their seven Kenworths, six of which
are powered by Cummins Signature
620s and the other by a Cummins
ISX 500, do up to 70 B-double loads
a month.

Most of the haulage is from
Corinthian Doors’ major
manufacturing facility at St Mary’s in
Sydney’s west to Brisbane and
Melbourne.

“We had some teething problems
with our Signatures, but the fact is
other driveline components in our
trucks have given us more grief than
the engines,” Charles points out.

“When we take into account the
performance and fuel efficiency of

the Signature 620s, along with the
service support from Cummins,
there’s no way we’d consider
another engine make.

“We know for a fact the C16 Cat is
no match for the Signature in terms
of performance and fuel.

“And the back-up from Cummins is
second to none. Cummins guys like
Peter Flanagan, Paul Brady and
Simon Pratt have been a great help
at various times.”

Charles Barclay and Quentin
Mitchell did their first work for
Corinthian Doors in the early 1990s.

“We were also in logging at the time,
based at Healesville (Victoria), but we
eventually converted our log trucks
to linehaul units to do Corinthian’s
work fulltime,” Charles explains.

Charles Barclay (left) with Cummins automotive business manager Simon Pratt.

Charles started in trucking in 1978
with his father Cliff doing local
deliveries.They had six trucks at one
stage before Charles’ move into
logging in the late 80s.

Today, Charles and Quentin take
nothing for granted.They’ve
unlocked the door to a future and
have no intention of letting that
door shut.

Small fleet unlocks
the door to a future

The gas engine gensets, to be
cooled by radiators designed and
manufactured by Cummins
subsidiary, CBM Technologies of
Adelaide, will be housed in
purpose-designed enclosures
incorporating gas detection and
fire suppression systems and full
acoustic treatment.

The gensets will be commissioned
in April although gas production
isn’t expected to come online until
the third quarter.

Cummins gas engine generators feature 81-litre,V16, lean-burn engines.The
lean-burn technology means extremely low emissions and more power from a
given amount of fuel.

This excess air reduces the
temperature of the combustion
process which in turn greatly
reduces emissions of NOx (oxides
of nitrogen).

Since excess oxygen is available,
the combustion process is also
more efficient, meaning more
power is produced from a given
amount of fuel.

The QSV81G engine also features
full-authority electronic controls
to ensure the combustion process
is maintained within critical
boundaries. Cummins technical advisor for the Bass

Gass Project, Mark Dodemond, checks
over one of the five gas engine gensets.

Six of the seven B-double KWs operated by Barclay and Mitchell have Cummins
Signature 620 engines.

Lean, mean...and mighty!
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The world’s largest mechanical
drive wheel loader, the
Cummins-powered Komatsu
WA1200, is making a big impression
at Newcrest Mining’s Cadia Hill
gold-copper mine near Orange
in NSW.

In service since April 2003, the
mountain-moving Komatsu sources
its grunt from the Cummins
QSK60, a 60-litre V16 that
unshackles 1560 hp at 1900 rpm,
and prodigious peak torque of
5,772 lb ft at 1500 rpm.

The $5 million, 205-tonne
Komatsu, equipped with a 20 m3

bucket, is helping move 280,000
tonnes of ore and overburden in
each 24-hour period at Cadia Hill,
one of Australia’s largest gold mines.

Cadia Hill, which began operations
in 1998, produces around 300,000
ounces of gold and 23,000 tonnes
of copper a year.The gold is
recovered at an average rate of
0.72 grams per tonne of ore.

The Komatsu WA1200 is being
used mainly as an ore feed
machine and will clock up around
7000 hours in its first 12 months.

“It has a lot of capacity we’re not
pushing into at present,” says Jamie
Parker, superintendent of mine
operations at Cadia Hill.

“In its first 12 months it has a
target of 3,000 tonnes per hour
and it is easily achieving that
target.

“The operators are very impressed
with its grunt and bucket fill factor.
It has loads of breakout power to
penetrate the face,” he asserts.

Jamie Parker says there hasn’t been
an operator issue with the
Komatsu WA1200. “It’s easy on
the operators because it’s very
stable and doesn’t throw them
around,” he explains.

Availability of the Komatsu has
been in excess of 90% since it

went into service while its
productivity and mobility are
putting pressure on the less
versatile shovels at the mine.

It loads the 230-tonne haul trucks
at Cadia Hill in six passes.

A problem early on was excessive
tyre wear because of the grunt of
the Cummins QSK60, but once the
operators became familiar with the
machine tyre life improved.The
$75,000 tyres are also encased in
chains to further improve wear
resistance.

Operating at an average engine
load factor of 74%, the QSK60 is
being called on to exert its
immense strength at Cadia Hill,
and as it has confirmed
emphatically to date, it’s not
shirking its duties.

Other Cummins engines
proving their value in a
tough duty cycle
application at Cadia Hill
are two QST30s in
Reedrill blasthole drills.
The 30-litre V12 engines
are rated at 950 hp at
2100 rpm.

While Caterpillar is the
standard engine offering
in its drills from the US,
Reedrill (formerly

Svedala Drilling) began offering
Cummins power in Australia
several years ago because of
Cummins’ service and technical
support plus the durability of the
K19 and QST30 engines.

Blasthole drilling is a tough
application. In fact, engine load
factor is as high as 70%.The
QST30 engines power both a
compressor and the hydraulics
which drive the drill.

$75,000 tyres are encased in chains to
improve wear resistance.

The operators are impressed with the grunt and
bucket fill factor of the Komatsu WA1200

Going for the lode:
Cummins-powered
Komatsu shapes
up at Cadia Hill

Cummins’ service support in central NSW
is in the hands of Ian Hinrichsen who has
built a strong rapport with many customers
since moving to Orange in 1998.

Ian has been a Cummins technician for nine
years. He became resident technician in
Orange after serving his apprenticeship at
the Penrith branch.

Today, Ian and his comprehensively equipped
Ford F250 service truck ensure that
technical support is never far away for the
numerous customers using Cummins power
- truck fleets and owner-operators, the
Cadia Hill gold/copper mine, supermarkets
and hospitals with standby generators, and
farmers who have Cummins engines
powering irrigation pumps or agricultural
tractors.

The Cadia Hill mine near Orange, which
began operations in 1998, is increasingly
calling on Ian’s services as the range of
Cummins engines at the gold/copper mine
expands.Already there are QSK60, K1800E,
QST30 and QSK19 engines in loader and
excavator operations as well as generator
sets and rotary blasthole drills.

The compressor actually consumes
half the horsepower, the air being
used to flush the cuttings out of
the hole which can be to a depth
of 30 metres.

The QST30, developed in a joint
venture with Komatsu, is offered
with ratings from 750 to 1050 hp
and is a 15,000-hour life-to-overhaul
engine in down-the-hole hammer
blasthole drilling.

Ian forges strong link with
central NSW customers

The reputation Ian has built up in central
NSW for high quality work has seen a
corresponding growth in Cummins’ business,
and from early 2004 a second diesel
technician will be representing Cummins in
the region.

Service support
is never far
away for
customers using
Cummins power
in central NSW.

Cummins-powered Komatsu WA1200, the world’s largest mechanical-drive wheel
loader, is making a big impression at the Cadia Hill gold/copper mine near Orange.

Reedrill blasthole drill at Cadia mine has
Cummins QST30 engine rated at 950 hp.
Cummins service and technical support plus
the durability of the QST30 are the key
factors in Reedrill offering Cummins power.

Ian Hinrichsen...has built a strong rapport with customers.
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Cummins is playing a key role in
the efficient operation of the
workshop owned by Leo N Dunn
& Sons Pty Ltd of Kelso in central
NSW.

The workshop, part of an
impressive depot facility that was
opened by Dunn’s in August last
year, maintains the family
company’s fleet of 31 prime
movers and 33 pneumatic tankers.

When Dunn’s decided to build the
new facility near Bathurst,
Cummins Penrith offered to design
and install a lubricant and coolant
dispensing system for the
workshop.

A number of other companies
quoted for the installation, but
Cummins was able to offer the
best overall package which
included regular bulk deliveries of
oils and coolant.

The bulk deliveries are made
once-a-month by a truck operating
exclusively under contract to
Cummins.

“We’re managing Dunn’s oil and
coolant supplies which means they
have one less servicing and
maintenance issue to worry
about,” says Rob Sweeney, manager
of Cummins Penrith.

“The benefit of Cummins having its
own dedicated truck for the job is
that regular, precisely managed
bulk deliveries are guaranteed into
regional areas that previously
weren’t serviced,” he points out.

“There are also OH&S and EPA
benefits with the delivery of bulk
product in that there are no drum
handling, drum storage and drum
disposal issues to worry about.” 

At Dunn’s, the oils and coolant are
stored in pallecons which hold
2000 litres of engine oil, 1000 litres
of coolant, and 1000 litres each of
gearbox and diff oil.These volumes
allow significant reserves between
deliveries.

The dispensing equipment
comprises overhead retractable
reels and metered triggers that
accurately capture product use
against specific fleet numbers.

The engine oil is Cummins Classic
Blue CH4 (15W40), while the gear
oils are Cummins Classic Blue
SAE50 and 85W140.The coolant is
TEC PGXL, a ‘long life’ formulation
that comprises the environmentally
friendly propylene glycol in place of
ethylene glycol.

“Propylene glycol provides
significant OH&S and EPA benefits
for a business,” says Rob Sweeney.
“Again, it is one less issue for a
business owner to worry about.”

Dunn’s workshop manager Pat
Stapleton is happy with the design
of the dispensing equipment and
the delivery arrangement with
Cummins.“The system is working
very well and it’s a reassuring to
know that monthly on-time
deliveries are guaranteed,” he says.

A time-honoured company, Leo N
Dunn & Sons had its origins at
Molong in NSW in the early
1900s. Leo Dunn used a horse and
dray to cart gravel for road works
until he purchased a solid-tyred
motor lorry in the early 1930s.

Leo’s sons Pat and Bill became
involved in the business in the
1950s, carrying out road building
and general earthworks.The
company Leo N Dunn & Sons was
incorporated in September 1960.

In 1961 Leo established a readymix
plant in Bathurst and bought a
tanker to cart his own cement.
Pioneer bought him out in 1962
but Leo was given the job of
carting cement to other Pioneer
plants in central west NSW.

As the bulk tanker work increased,
Dunn’s decided to concentrate
solely on this type of work and
today carts a variety of products
including cement, flour, gluten, and
even copper/gold slurry.

It has trucks based at Geelong in
Victoria as well as at Kelso.

The company remains a family
concern with Pat Dunn as sole
director, daughter Kerry Stapleton
heading up administration, and
grandson Pat managing the
workshop.

The family influence pervades the
operation. A number of drivers,
for example, have been with the
company for 25 to 30 years.

Most of the Dunn fleet is
Cummins-powered with a mix of
M11, N14, ISX and Signature
engines in Kenworth,
Iveco/International, Freightliner,
Volvo and Ford chassis.

“We’ve tried the other engine
makes but Cummins’ service
support is by far the best,” says
Pat Dunn.

This support is provided mainly by
Cummins Penrith as well as
Cummins’ Orange-based service
technician Ian Hinrichsen.

Dunn’s has nine ISX and Signature
engines, with ratings spanning 450
to 600 hp, and apart from some
teething problems with early
engines, Pat says the newer
generation units are running very
well with impressive fuel economy.

The powerful retardation provided
by the ISX and Signature Intebrake
is also important to Dunn’s since
many trips include the arduous run
over the Blue Mountains.

Pat and his team run a professional
outfit.The company is TruckSafe
accredited, has twice won the
NatRoad ‘National Award for
Excellence in Road Transport’, and
is quality assured to ISO9001:2000.

Satellite tracking is used over the
entire fleet for load scheduling and
also to ensure that driving hours
are precisely controlled under duty
of care for the valued employees.

Operations manager Tony Bestwick
initiated use of the satellite
tracking which he considers a vital
fleet management tool, particular
in the area of duty of care.

Pat, who is nearly 70, is proud of
the fact that most of the business
growth has come about by word
of mouth - and handshake deals.
“We’ve never had a contract in
our life,” he asserts.“We’ve always
done business by shaking hands.”

One less task for NSW fleet
as Cummins manages lube, coolant supply

Most of Dunn’s fleet is Cummins-
powered.The newer generation ISX
and Signature engines are running
very well with impressive fuel
economy, says Pat Dunn.

Pat Dunn with daughter Kerry Stapleton.As the sign states, the company is TruckSafe
accredited and has twice won NatRoad awards for excellence in road transport.

Workshop manager Pat Stapleton
(grandson of Pat Dunn) is happy
with the design of the dispensing
equipment and the guarantee
from Cummins of monthly bulk
deliveries of oils and coolant.

The bulk deliveries are made once a
month by a truck operating
exclusively under contract to
Cummins.The oils and coolant are
stored in pallecons behind Dunn’s
workshop.

Manager of the Cummins Penrith
branch Rob Sweeney (left) with
Pat Dunn.“We’ve tried the other
engine makes but Cummins’
service support is by far the best,”
says Pat.



‘She got a bit tired!’:
Cummins B-series replaced

after 70,000 hours 
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Cummins B-series engines continue to amaze
with their longevity record in industrial
applications.

What must be a new benchmark - or at least
very close to one - is the life etched out by a
5.9-litre unit at the remarkable Penrith Lakes
Scheme at the foothill of the Blue Mountains
west of Sydney.

One of 15 Cummins B-series engines used
for pumping at the scheme, the 6BT5.9 had
racked up an incredible 70,220 hours
without overhaul before it was replaced in
November.

The man responsible for water management
at Penrith Lakes, Jack Ziesel, checked and
double-checked his figures, year by year, to
arrive at the 70,000 plus hours for the 6BT.

“She got a bit tired,” he says, a smile creasing
his face.“It’s hard to believe it did that many
hours, but it’s true. It’s a bloody good
record.”

The Penrith Lakes Scheme covers 20 km2

and is sited on the Castlereagh flood plain. It
is the largest construction materials quarry
in Australia, supplying 75% of Sydney’s sand
and gravel requirements.

In the late 1970s, the three companies
quarrying the flood plain - Boral, Readymix
and Pioneer - recognised the need to

rehabilitate the areas that had already been
quarried as well as those areas to be
quarried through to 2010.

Today, the scheme is a co-ordinated
extraction of sand and river gravel and the
rehabilitation of the 20 km2 area as a series
of lakes which equal Sydney Harbour in size
from the bridge to the heads.

When completed in the next 10 years, the
scheme will comprise five major lakes and a
series of smaller lakes offering swimming,
boating and other water sports.There will be
kilometres of walking and cycling tracks
along with urban housing development.

Already, the scheme offers two established
world-class facilities, the Sydney International
Regatta Centre and Penrith Whitewater
Stadium which hosted the rowing, kayaking
and canoeing events at the 2000 Olympics.

Jack Ziesel’s company Nimaco is contracted
to Penrith Lakes Development Corporation
and is responsible for the huge task of quarry
dewatering and supplying water for dust
suppression throughout the site, as well as
overall water management.This entails
various tasks from maintaining water levels in
the main lake system to ensuring water
integrity through aeration and other
processes.

The 15 Cummins B-series engines at Penrith
Lakes comprise eight 3.9-litre 4BTs, six
5.9-litre 6BTs, and the one 3.3 litre B3.3.The
engines are packaged either as Cummins
Custom Paks for mechanically driven pumps,
or as generator sets for electrical pumps.

“Many of these engines are running 24 hours
a day, seven days a week, and are pumping up
to 200 litres a second,” Jack Ziesel points
out, adding that 10,000 litres of diesel are
used each week.

“We put our first Cummins into service in
1994.We were looking for an engine that
was more durable and was supported locally.
We’d been using various brands - Ford,VM,
Perkins, Hatz - but they weren’t giving the life
we wanted.

“We now know with the Cummins product
that we’ll get a minimum 40,000 hours
before an engine needs to be replaced.”

The 70,000-hour 6BT engine had little done
to it over 10 years apart from servicing
every 200 to 250 hours.“We fitted a recon

turbo along with a new alternator and lift
pump.That’s all that was done to it,” Jack
Ziesel reveals.

Rather than overhaul engines, he prefers to
buy new units and have the security of a
new engine warranty.

“We get excellent support from the
Cummins Penrith branch,” he adds.

Jack Ziesel with the Cummins 6BT5.9 engine
that racked up an incredible 70,220 hours
without overhaul.

One of the 15 Cummins B-series engines being used
for pumping at the Penrith Lakes Scheme.They have
an excellent durability record.

The Penrith Lakes
Scheme west of Sydney
covers 20 km2

Cummins has released its smallest
ever diesel engines for South Pacific
markets.The new A-series are
lightweight, compact powerhouses
spanning 31 to 60 hp (23 to 45 kW),
and they cater for a wide range of
agricultural, construction and
industrial applications.

With displacements from 1.4 to 2.3
litres, the clean running A-series
engines become available in the
South Pacific in 2004.Their launch
means Cummins can now offer a
diesel engine line-up from 31 to
3,500 hp (23 to 2,600 kW) and from
1.4 to 78 litres.

The A-series family is the result of a
strategic partnership between
Cummins and Kukje Machinery Co,
South Korea’s largest manufacturer
of agricultural equipment.

Cummins and Kukje have combined
their engineering and marketing
expertise to provide the new range
of small displacement, high
performance engines.

“With the A-series, we’re offering
customers everything they’ve asked
for in a smaller engine - competitive
price, performance and product
support,” says Paul Hewett, Cummins
South Pacific business manager for
the A-series.

“Low overall cost of ownership is
the critical requirement, and the A-
series offer a simple, compact, robust
design for reliability, durability and
ease of maintenance and repair,”
he says.

“For space-constrained applications
they provide an ideal solution thanks
to a high power density within a
small envelope.The smallest A-series
engine, the A1400, weighs just 180 kg,
while the largest, the A2300T, is only
200 kg.

“In terms of service support,
Cummins is unmatched in the South
Pacific with its network of 33
company-owned branches and more
than 150 dealers.” 

The Cummins A-series comprise
three engine families, with a total of
six different ratings and torque
curves.

The largest of the three families is
the naturally aspirated, four cylinder
A2000 and A2300 which displace 2.0

Cummins
launches small
diesel line-up

and 2.3 litres and are available with
ratings of 45 and 50 hp (34 and 37 kW)
respectively.

A turbocharged version of the
A2300 produces 60 hp (45 kW).

The middle family comprises the
A1400 and A1700 which are three
cylinder engines displacing 1.4 and
1.7 litres and generating 31 and 37
hp (23 and 28 kW) respectively.

Following the launch of these
engines, an even smaller A-series unit
will be released late in 2004. It will
be the 0.9-litre, three cylinder A900
which will deliver 18 hp (13 kW).

All the ratings are with the engines
turning at a maximum 2800 rpm.

Cummins is working with a number
of equipment manufacturers in
specifying the A-series for over 60
different applications. Some of these
include irrigation pumps, small
tractors, skid steer loaders,
excavators, rollers, and portable
welders.

To provide installation flexibility, the
A-series engines include features
such as one-side serviceability, dual
hydraulic pump mounts and a crank-
mounted PTO (power take-off).

They also provide the simplicity of
natural aspiration, with turbocharging
only required on the most powerful
45 kW model, while all the engines
have indirect fuel injection with
rotary mechanical pumps offering
smooth running and low noise.

Cummins A-series users will be
impressed with one of the most
comprehensive warranties in the
business, with major components
covered for up to 3,000 hours or
three years of operation.
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One of the best known gamefishing
boats on the Great Barrier Reef,
Don’t Ask Me is now motivated by
Cummins QSM11 power in its
pursuit of one of the sea’s mightiest
creatures - the giant black marlin.

Owned by Alan Doherty, the well
known truck and coach operator
from Wollongong in NSW, Don’t Ask
Me is operated and skippered by
Haydon Bell. Home base is Half
Moon Bay marina,Yorkeys Knob,
just north of Cairns.

The 1998 Riviera 43 was originally
fitted with a pair of Cat 3126
engines rated at 435 hp, but these
were disposed of early in 2003 and
replaced with the  Cummins
QSM11s.

With over 1100 hp now at his
fingertips for the first time, Haydon
Bell says the 580 hp QSM11
engines have transformed Don’t Ask
Me in every respect.

“It’s all together a different boat...it
even sounds better,” he says,
undeniably enthused with the
performance and clean exhaust of
the QSM11engines.

Haydon Bell promotes his
charterboat business as Big Fish
Adventures, and there were certainly
plenty of those during the 2003
September-December black marlin
season on the Great Barrier Reef.

Over a period of two to three
weeks early in the season, Don’t Ask
Me, with its Cummins horses in
harness for the first time, tagged
and released nine line-burning black
marlin over 900 lb.

Several of these were in excess of
1000 lb. Seriously big fish, indeed!

The red-hot bite happened on
No.10 Ribbon Reef off Lizard Island.
The famous black marlin grounds
run 240 km along the outer edge of
the Great Barrier Reef between
Cairns and Lizard Island.

The giant black marlin migrates
from the Pacific Ocean to this
section of the Great Barrier Reef

annually to spawn, with the arrival
of the first fish in early September.

The sight of a monster billfish
exploding from the surface is
enough to blow anyone away. It’s no
surprise why this stretch of water
stirs up such a buzz among anglers
from all around the globe.

When we caught up with Haydon
Bell at Yorkeys Knob in November,
he was spending his first night at
home in 40 days with wife Katrina,
eight-week-old daughter Seanne,
and 20 month-old-son Bodie.

“There’s absolutely no smoke with
the QSM11s. People can’t believe it.
They don’t believe the engines are
diesels,” Haydon tells me with
conviction.“It’s doesn’t matter what
you do, how much you gun the
QSM11s, there’s no smoke or
fumes.”

Playing the showpony, Don’t Ask Me
can now exceed 30 knots, but
Haydon prefers a cruise speed of 23
to 24 knots at 1950 rpm, with each
of the engines consuming around 84
litres/hour.

Powered by the Cats, Don’t Ask Me
had a cruise speed of 20 knots at
2500 rpm.

“The fact we can now cruise at 24
knots means the boat sits cleaner
in the water,” Haydon explains.

An interesting point is that at the
trolling speed of 600 rpm, the
QSM11s each consume 4.5
litres/hour - less than the Cats
which sucked 6 to 7 litres/hour.

The decision to repower Don’t Ask
Me with the Cummins QSM11s was
based on the engine’s reputation for
best-in-class efficiency. Haydon Bell
also wanted the security of
Cummins’ well credentialed service
support out of Cairns.

The QSM11, a 10.8-litre in-line six
which has a full-authority electronic
fuel and engine management
system, can be rerated simply from
580 to 635 or 660 hp.

Don’t Ask Me has been transformed with Cummins QSM11 power.

‘Don’t Ask Me’ now has all the answers

When we caught up with Haydon Bell in November, he was spending his first
night at home in 40 days with wife Katrina, eight-week-old daughter Seanne, and
20 month-old-son Bodie.

From mid-2004 Haydon Bell will be operating Don’t Ask Me from a
new five-star mothership owned by Alan Doherty and named
The Boss.

It, too, will have a pair of 580 hp Cummins QSM11engines for
propulsion while electrical onboard power will be provided by
two Cummins gensets rated at 45 kW and 65 kW.

Alan Doherty promises that The Boss, with its big deck, fine dining,
and five star amenities, will add a new dimension to angling on the
Great Barrier Reef.

Anyone who knows Doherty won’t be surprised that on board
The Boss will be copious amounts of food to maintain high energy
levels, and a constant stream of fluids to prevent heat exhaustion!

After charging all over the ocean in pursuit of billfish, what better
way to finish the day than on a mothership, watching a postcard
sunset, having a long, hot shower, a great feed, and then crawling
into a comfy bed.

The Boss is a 24.5-metre mothership that can sleep 25 people.

Alan Doherty discovered the alloy vessel, partially completed, in a
boat shed in Cairns. He tracked down the owner, struck a deal,
and set about completing its construction.

He has had a team of boatbuilders applying his design
requirements to The Boss over the last six months and expects his
mothership to be in the water by June.

How good will life be on the Great Barrier Reef then? If you have
a passion for gamefishing and haven’t been to the GBR, make that
booking for next season.Alan Doherty can be contacted at Big
Fish Adventures,Yorkeys Knob, Cairns, on 0408 676424.

Alan Doherty...has named his new mothership ‘The Boss’.
Doherty’s 24.5-metre mothership under construction in Cairns. He
promises that ‘The Boss’ will bring a new dimension to angling on the
Great Barrier Reef.

Who’s the boss?
Don’t ask me! 

Photo courtesy of BlueWater magazine.
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An under-trailer genset that is easily
detachable and has the capacity to
refrigerate three containers at the
one time has been released by
Cummins after field trials involving
nine units.

Development of the UTD (under-
trailer detachable) genset was
initiated by Cummins Swan Hill in
Victoria after consultation with a
number of road transport operators
in the region.

Cummins under-trailer genset
a key link in cold chain process

Cummins has supplied 19 engines for Western
Australia’s new Prospector and AvonLink trains.

The engines are Cummins N14E-R3 horizontal
units delivering 386 kW (518 hp) at 2100 rpm.
One engine is a support unit.

The two and three-car trains - each car
propelled by two N14E engines - have a speed
capability of 200 km/h but are initially restricted
to around 160 km/h because of track conditions.

The Prospector trains link Western Australia’s
major city of Perth with the famous Kalgoorlie
goldfields, a trip of 635 km.

When they can travel at their maximum speed
of 200 km/h they are expected to complete the
journey in less than six hours, shaving nearly two
hours off the service while stopping at up to 14
stations along the way.

In the new Prospector carriages up to 158
passengers can enjoy features such as aircraft
style seating, personal video and music
entertainment, ‘driver’s cam’ giving a driver’s eye
view of the track ahead, and a buffet service.

Business travellers have access to telephones,
facsimiles and personal power points for laptop
computers.

The one AvonLink commuter train, a two-car
unit, accommodates up to 145 passengers on its
country service, a 100 km inbound connection
each weekday morning from Northam to
Midland, to connect with the suburban electric
line to Perth city.

“The new trains build on a relationship that
started in the 1980s between Cummins and
Transwa (Western Australian Government
Railways),” says Brian Roberts, rail business
manager for Cummins South Pacific.

“The original Prospector trains, built in the
1970s, had MAN engines, but they were
repowered with the significantly more durable
Cummins KTA19-R engines rated at 510 hp in
the late 1980s.

“Now the Prospectors use one of Cummins’
latest technology rail engines which has a full-
authority electronic fuel and engine management
system for enhanced operating efficiency and
low emissions.”

The UTD genset, which weighs 1050
kg with all fluids including 220 litres
of fuel, is seen as an important link
in the cold chain management
system.

“It ensures we can continue the cold
chain process during transit,” says
Ken Wakefield, managing director of
Wakefield Transport.

Based at Merbein, near Mildura in
Victoria, the company is responsible
for the transport of Sunraysia
produce worth tens of millions of
dollars annually to domestic and
export markets.

“We’ll have three under-trailer
gensets in service by the end of the
year and that will allow us to
transport nine containers under
refrigeration at the one time,” he says.

A B-double fitted with the one
Cummins UTD genset allows
Wakefield Transport to carry three
containers under refrigeration.

Pickering Transport Group, based in
northern Victoria, has two Cummins
UTD gensets in service.“They’re
doing an excellent job,” says general
manager Roger Pickering.

He points out the UTD genset
allows a container to be loaded
directly at the farm and then
transported to the port and on to
the ship without any further
handling.

Cummins UTD genset is a completely integrated package and can be moved
from trailer to trailer using a forklift.A four-point mounting system allows the
genset to be easily fitted to, and detached from, the trailer frame.

United Goninan of Newcastle, NSW, built the
new Prospector and AvonLink trains.

A Cummins team comprising Sean McLean,
Leigh Edwards, Peter Mustone, Paul Corbett,
Nick Kapirnas, Mark Bradshaw, Peter Brooks and
Brian Horner carried out extensive testing of
the engine installation in November between
Perth and Kalgoorlie.

New Cummins-
powered
Prospector
trains will
eventually shave
nearly two hours
off the Perth-
Kalgoorlie trip
of 600 plus km.

“It basically eliminates transferring
produce from a refrigerated van to
the container at the port. Less
handling means less cost for the
grower,” he says.

The Cummins UTD genset is a
completely integrated package and
can be moved from trailer to trailer
using a forklift.A four-point
mounting system allows the genset
to be easily fitted to, and detached
from, the trailer frame.

Cummins Swan Hill manager Peter
Flanagan worked with Grant
Mitchell of Eyles Engineering to
bring the design to fruition.

“Importantly, the UTD genset has
been designed in Australia for
Australian and New Zealand
conditions and applications,” says
Peter Flanagan.

The UTD genset has a 35 kW
standby rating at 60 Hz, 440V, to suit

European standard containers, and is
designed around the popular
Cummins B3.3 naturally aspirated
engine driving a Newage dual
bearing alternator.

The cooling system has a 50oC
ambient capability, and the radiator
faces the rear to minimise potential
damage from road debris.

All the service points and the three
Euro plug outlets are located on the
one side - kerbside - of the engine.A
lockable control box protects
against dust and moisture.

The control system
incorporates a press start
button and automatic
shutdown in the event of
low coolant level, low oil
pressure or high coolant
temperature.

The UTD genset suits
trailers with a bottom flange
thickness of 15 or 25 mm,
and a maximum I beam
width of 1065 mm.

Pickering Transport Group has two
Cummins UTD gensets in service.
“They’re doing an excellent job,” says
general manager Roger Pickering.

Cummins Swan Hill manager Peter Flanagan
(right) worked with Grant Mitchell of Eyles
Engineering to bring the UTD genset design to
fruition.

19 Cummins engines for Australian goldfields link19 Cummins engines for Australian goldfields link
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Two South Australian roadtrains, operating
on 640 km round trips between the Whyalla
steelworks and Coffin Bay - a town best
known for its oysters - are going about their
business with quiet efficiency, their impetus
coming from Cummins Signature 520
engines.

The Brambles roadtrains, pulled by muscular
Mack Titans, are playing an important role in
the steelmaking process at OneSteel’s
Whyalla works.

Hauling mineral sands from Coffin Bay to
Whyalla for use as a flux in the production
of pellets, the Mack Titans are delivering the
product - 63 tonnes per roadtrain trip - on
a ‘just in time’ basis, matching the
consumption needs of the steelworks on a
24 hours a day, seven days a week basis.

In October, the first two Mack Titans had
notched up three years of service, each
having done over one million kilometres
winding their way up and down the west
coast of the Spencer Gulf. Coffin Bay is on
the lower reaches of the Eyre Peninsula, 60
km west of Port Lincoln.

The first two Macks, which entered service
in 2000, have just been replaced with two
new Signature-powered Titans.

“After some teething problems with the
early Signatures, Cummins worked on
improving their reliability and they went up
and down that road like clockwork,” says
Paul Johnston, general manager of Brambles
Industrial Services at Whyalla.

He says Cummins Adelaide’s service support
has been “unquestionable”, a factor that has
been important to Brambles at the Whyalla
steelworks.

“Our contract with OneSteel is
performance-based, and there are a number
of KPIs (key performance indicators) in the
contract,” he explains.

“We’re committed to OneSteel and we
need our suppliers to be right up there with
us at the same bar height.

“We’re a 24 hours-a-day business and we
need to be assured of parts availability and
back-up service.

Brambles roadtrains run like
clockwork to turn sand into steel

Cummins Brisbane has received a Special Ministerial
Achievement Award from the Queensland Government for
its long term commitment to vocational education and
training.

“Since 1993 Cummins has signed up 101 apprentices, and of
these 74 have become trade qualified,” said Queensland
Government minister Henry Palaszczuk.

Cummins Brisbane branch manager Gwynn Spicer (left)
receives the Special Achievement Award from Queensland
Government minister Henry Palaszczuk.

“Cummins understands our requirements
and the meaning of urgency.That makes an
impression.”

Cummins Adelaide was recently involved in
the repowering of two time-honoured
Euclid tractors used by Brambles at Whyalla
to haul scrap metal to the steelmaking
furnaces.

Maximum operating weight is close to 100
tonnes, with the Euclids pulling purpose built
trailers that run on special tyres for low
height and high weight capacity.

The Euclids originally
went into service in 1964
with power coming from
a Cummins 1710 - a
28-litre V12 delivering
600 hp. Since 1989 the
Euclids have had five-
yearly overhauls on the
engines.

In 2002 the decision was
made to remove the

1710s, which had become expensive to
rebuild, and replace them with a new
generation engine, the Cummins QSK19
rated at 500 hp.

“Our main concern with the
repowers was that the Euclids
would be out of service for 12
weeks, but that turned out to be
only eight weeks for the first
unit and three weeks for the
second,” Paul Johnston points out.

“The QSK19s are a neat fit and
are running very well.” 

The repowers were a major
project for Cummins Adelaide
application engineer Ian George
and workshop technician John
Lucas who put together a quality

package while minimising downtime for the
customer.

“We had to rework the cooling system,
engine mounts, exhaust system, transmission
oil cooler...even the bodywork,” Ian George
explains.“We also had to put together a
wiring loom for the electronic engine along
with the in-cab interface.”

Despite their 1960s origin, the repowered
Euclids have a new lease of life, one that will
no doubt see them through many more
thousands of hours of service.

One of the two 1964 Euclid tractors at Whyalla that have
been repowered with Cummins QSK19 engines.

Paul Johnston, general manager of Brambles
Industrial Services at Whyalla (left), with
Cummins Adelaide’s Troy Lawson.“Cummins
understands our requirements and the
meaning of urgency.That makes an
impression,” says Johnston.

“This is an exceptional result.

“Cummins’ commitment to training through the support of
apprentices and the donation of an engine to Moreton
TAFE is commendable, and is helping to create viable
futures for the young people of Queensland.”

Cummins Brisbane has donated a fully operational engine
training module to the Moreton Institute of TAFE.

“Cummins has close to 30 heavy vehicle workshops in
Australia so we understand the importance of having well
qualified and motivated diesel technicians,” said Cummins
Brisbane manager Gwynn Spicer.

“At our Brisbane facility alone, we have 50 fully qualified
diesel technicians and 15 apprentices. Queensland-wide
Cummins has as many as 75 apprentices.

“The $55,000 training module is a complete working unit,
based on the 15-litre dual overhead Cummins ISX engine,
the trucking industry’s most advanced heavy-duty diesel.

At the handover of the ISX training engine to the
Moreton Institute of TAFE were (from left) Cummins
Brisbane service manager Derek Marriot, Sandra
O’Neill and Chris Amos from TAFE, and Cummins
Brisbane branch manager Gwynn Spicer.

Special award for Cummins Brisbane
for commitment to apprentice training

“Keeping up to date with technology is critical and the ISX
will allow TAFE apprentices to do exactly that - learn the
very latest diesel engine technology from day one.”

Since the ISX engine has full-authority electronic controls,
Cummins has also donated its Insite software package to
TAFE which allows full diagnostics to be performed as well
as the downloading of engine operating information.

Two Mack Titan roadtrains, powered by Cummins Signature engines, each notched up over one
million kilometres in three years, hauling mineral sands from Coffin Bay to Whyalla.



long lining out of Ulladulla. He
then had a 45 ft prawn boat built
with a 170 hp Cummins NH and
worked out of Ballina in
northern NSW before Port
Lincoln beckoned in 1968.

“We’d actually planned to go to
the Gulf of Carpentaria with our
two young kids,Andrew and
Angelina, but when we were told
there was wire netting around
the camping ground to keep
crocs out we changed our minds.

“My brothers Mick and Joe, who
were already settled in Port
Lincoln as tuna fishermen, said
there could be commercially
viable quantities of prawns in the
Spencer Gulf, so we decided to
move there from Ballina.”  

Bob had the first commercial
prawn trawler in the Spencer
Gulf - and South Australia.The
venture proved successful, and
today the Puglisi family is part of
an industry that produces around
2,300 tonnes of Spencer Gulf prawns a
year valued at $40 million.

Bob and Andrew Puglisi had been using
Caterpillar power, but when the
decision was made in 2000 to build
two new prawn trawlers they opted
for the proven durability and reliability
of the Cummins KTA19-M for
propulsion.

As well, each vessel was specified with
three Cummins 6BT5.9 auxiliary
engines - two 96 kVA gensets plus a
dedicated hydraulic drive producing
100 kW at 1500 rpm.

Built by Adelaide Ship Construction
International, the ‘Angelina’ went into
service in August 2001 and the ‘Beauie
J’ in September 2002.

Cummins Adelaide worked closely with
the boatbuilder and Puglisi family on the
design of the engine room to ensure
that installation and performance met
Cummins engineering guidelines from
day one. Cummins’ involvement
extended to the wheelhouse with the
design and fitment of a customised
instrument panel.

“We feel very strongly about service
support and parts availability, and
Cummins is meeting our requirements
in those areas,” says Bob Puglisi.“We
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A fishing family’s link with Cummins,
forged in Australia more than 70 years
ago but then broken several times
over the decades, has been restored at
Port Lincoln on South Australia’s Eyre
Peninsula.

The Puglisi family’s latest prawn
trawlers, two $1.8 million vessels each
with four Cummins engines for
propulsion and auxiliary power, are the
link to the past - specifically the early
1930s at Wollongong, south of Sydney.

Way back then, Michele Puglisi and son
Joe, immigrants from Sicily, were
operating two 12.5 hp, single-cylinder
Cummins engines in wooden set-line
boats - the first fishing boats with
Cummins engines on the NSW South
Coast.

Remarkably, one of these single-
cylinder Puglisi engines has been
identified as the Cummins Model F
(for four-cycle) now on display at the
Cummins Perth facility.

It was built by Clessie Cummins in
1924, saw over 55 years of service in
Australia, and is restored to operating
condition. In fact, it is believed to be
the only operational Model F
remaining in the world.

The history of this particular engine is
outlined in the accompanying article
‘1924 Cummins engine lives on...
and on’.

Today, the Puglisi fishing dynasty
continues in Port Lincoln where Bob
and son Andrew operate their two
Cummins K19-powered prawn
trawlers - 22-metre vessels that are
also set up for squid fishing and towing
tuna cages.

It was Bob Puglisi’s grandfather and
father - Michele and Joe - who fished
out of Wollongong with single-cylinder
Cummins power more than 70 
years ago.

Bob himself began his fishing career at
Ulladulla on the NSW South Coast
when he was just 13. He faced a tough
decision at the time: Go fishing or go
to reform school.“I chose fishing,” he
quips today.

He bought his first boat, a 32 ft wooden
trawler powered by a Bedford diesel,
in 1960, and went trapping and tuna

get enormous help from John Juett
(the Cummins technician in Port
Lincoln).”

Originally designed as 22 metres of
prawning power, both the ‘Angelina’
and ‘Beauie J’ are also set up for
towing tuna cages and squid fishing to
improve their utilisation.

“The boats work only 65 to 70 nights
a year on the prawns,” Bob points out.
“Ideally, we want them working nine to
10 months of the year so that there’s a
good source of income for both the
vessel and the crew.

“It’s not easy putting good skipper and
crew teams together.We have good
skippers and crew and we want to
retain them.”

Both vessels are superbly equipped,
boasting every technical - and practical
- advantage required for their different
roles. ‘Angelina’ proved its value early
on when netting, packing and freezing
a four-tonne prawn catch in bad
weather in a single night. Each vessel
has a freezer holding capacity of 20
tonnes of prawns at minus 40 deg C,
and a maximum daily production rate
of five tonnes.

Squid fishing is a new venture for the
Puglisi operation, and on each of the
vessels one of the Cummins auxiliary
engines is dedicated to running the
2000W lights of which there are 30
per boat.

As the Puglisi fishing dynasty continues
to build - the family has a remarkable
history in fishing, going back over 200
years - there’s no argument that the
family’s business foundations put in
place in Australia in the early 1930s
were underpinned by the success of a
single diesel engine: Clessie Cummins’
12.5 hp Model F.

Bob Puglisi (right) with son Andrew. Bob began his fishing career at Ulladulla on the
NSW South Coast when he was just 13.

One of the two Cummins K19-powered prawn trawlers operated by
Bob and Andrew Puglisi out of Port Lincoln in South Australia. Each
of the boats also has three Cummins auxiliary engines.
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One of the single-cylinder Cummins Model F engines
that the Puglisi family bought for fishing off the NSW
South Coast in the early 1930s came into Cummins’
possession at Lansvale (Sydney) in 1972.

The story behind this particular engine appears in
the Cummins Chronicles, a history of Cummins in
Australia being compiled by Frank Caddy. Frank
retired in 1997 after many years with Cummins, most
of them in Western Australia.

“A customer literally staggered into the Lansvale
facility one Saturday morning carrying a very large
injector, looking for an exchange unit,” recalls Frank
Caddy.

“Our parts people had never seen the injector
before but the customer bumped into Frank Kent
who immediately identified it as a Model F injector,
impossible to service and with no replacement
parts.”

The customer agreed to exchange his Model F
Cummins with a much later model engine.

“We looked into the history of this particular Model
F and found it had been installed for many years in a
boat owned by the Puglisi family, fishermen in
Wollongong and then Ulladulla.The engine was
eventually taken out of the Puglisi boat and sold to a
cotton grower in the Narrabri (NSW) region where
it was put on a bore pump to irrigate the crop,” says
Frank Caddy.

The Model F was eventually restored at Cummins in
Perth by Steve Guy, a fitter who wanted to bring the
Puglisi engine back to running condition.

“Starting the beast was a new experience as no one
had ever heard the engine run let alone know how
to start it,” says Frank Caddy.

1924 Cummins
engine lives on...
and on

prawning power
Fishing dynasty renews link with
Cummins for prawning power
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On display at Cummins Perth is one of the
Model F engines (single cylinder, 12.5 hp) that
the Puglisi family operated on the NSW South
Coast in the early 1930s. Standing next to it is
Frank Caddy who traces the engine’s life in the
‘Cummins Chronicles’, a history of Cummins in
Australia.
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Cummins’ resident diesel technician in Port
Lincoln, John Juett, has built a reputation that
sees him with few spare moments.

Not that he complains about the workload. He
takes pride in what he does, and appreciates the
respect that comes his way from satisfied
customers.

John is only 36, yet he has made sure his career
to date has had a good mix of variety and
challenge, along with stability.

“Yes, I’ve held a few different positions,” he says
in a classic understatement.A smile creases his
bearded face. “And I’d do it all again. I really
enjoyed my time in China,” he adds.

Tory Puglisi, 85, recalls with enthusiasm fishing off
the family boat that was powered by the 12.5 hp
Cummins Model F engine in the early 1930s.
“That engine was bloody reliable. I remember
that much,” he quips.

That same 29ft 11in boat, called the ‘Tory’, is still
in use at Ulladulla on the NSW South Coast
today - minus the old Cummins engine!

Tory, who came to Australia in 1923 at the age of
five, left school to go fishing when he was 13.

He recently found the original belt-driven
compressor off the Model F engine stored away
in his garage at Ulladulla, and presented it to
Cummins.

It will be displayed with the Model F that is now
featured in the reception area at the Cummins
Perth facility.This engine was one of the two
single-cylinder Model Fs operated by the Puglisi
family in the 1930s.

Tory is the uncle of Bob Puglisi, whose prawn
trawlers feature in the accompanying article
‘Fishing dynasty renews links with Cummins for
prawning power’.

Bob’s brother Mick lives close to Tory. Mick
returned to Ulladulla in 1996 after going to Port
Lincoln in the early 1960s to fish for tuna.

In 1981 Mick became fulltime president of the
Spencer Gulf & West Coast Prawn Fisherman’s
Association.The association, under Mick’s
leadership, became a trendsetter in fisheries self-
management.This to ensure a sustainable
industry.

“It was bloody reliable...”
Tory recalls old Cummins

“The original air start could not be used, so a
crank handle was made. It was the stuff of
strong men to turn it over, much less get a fire
going in the cylinders, so this was quickly
given up.

“A Cummins V1710 flywheel bolted directly to
the crank of the Model F with a 1600 amp
starter motor succeeded where all else failed,
and the engine burst into life.

“This engine, made in 1924, required very few
parts to get it operational, a testimony to the
original design and its owners over many years.”

The Model F had a spell in the maritime
museum in Fremantle before being moved to its
current location in the reception area at
Cummins Perth in Horrie Miller Drive.

The Model F was Cummins’ first distinctive
engine line, emerging in 1924 out of a swirl of
innovation and problem solving by company
founder Clessie Cummins.

Most early editions of the engine had one or
two pistons, bolted as separate units to a
common base.The F engine had a 5.5-inch bore,
6-inch stroke, and developed 12.5 hp at 600 rpm.

It performed best when pulling heavy loads at
constant speeds, the kind of performance
demanded by fishing boats.

To promote the new line aggressively, Clessie
Cummins took to the water. He installed a new
Model F in a boat in 1924 and mounted a
conspicuous sign on the vessel that read:‘This
boat is driven with a New Cummins Oil Engine
12 1/2 HP for 50 cents a day’.

The expedition generated sales, with Clessie
heartened by the “wonderful results”.This flurry
of activity was certainly a portent of things to
come.

Tory Puglisi, 85, with the original
compressor off the 12.5 hp Cummins
Model F engine operated by the
Puglisi family in the early 1930s.Tory
presented the compressor to
Cummins for restoration and display
alongside the Model F displayed at
Cummins Perth.

The fishing boat
owned by the
Puglisi family in the
early 1930s is still in
use at Ulladulla on
the NSW South
Coast today - minus
the old single
cylinder Cummins
engine!

Tory and Mick Puglisi (left and centre) with Brian
Roberts from Cummins Wetherill Park.Tory presented
the original compressor off the Model F engine to Brian.

John’s settled in
Port Lincoln...

John Juett...Cummins’ resident diesel
technician in Port Lincoln.

John started with Cummins in Adelaide as an
apprentice mechanic in 1984. By the 4th year of
his apprenticeship he was in field service fulltime,
and he stayed in that role through to 1991.

He went back into the workshop briefly but
decided it was time for a new career challenge.
He applied for a position with Cummins in
China and was soon winging his way to Inner
Mongolia.

He spent three years there, working most of the
time at the HeiDaiGou coal mine where he was
held in high regard for his work ethic.The mine
had a fleet of 85 dump trucks powered by
Cummins KTA38 and KTA50
engines and more than 100
other pieces of equipment on
site with Cummins power.

John returned to Cummins in
Adelaide in 1995 but by early
1996 was ready to move
again, this time to New
Zealand to become service
manager at Mt Maunganui in
the North Island.

John was back in Adelaide in 1998 and shortly
after took up the position he still enjoys today in
Port Lincoln. Outside work his time is spent
with wife Sue and young sons Christopher and
Michael.

“My territory is from Whyalla out to the
Western Australia border and south to Port
Lincoln,” John explains,“but most of my time is
spent in Port Lincoln. I have close to 150 engines
to look after here, most being in the fishing
industry.”

but still mentions
Inner Mongolia
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The Mathie name is synonymous with the
harvesting and transport of timber from
the rugged hardwood forests on the NSW
South Coast.

Today, the four sons of the late Bruce
Mathie continue building on his logging
legacy. Kevin, Phillip, Gill and Stuart are fully
involved in the various functions of the
family business that cuts, snigs and
transports timber to local sawmills as well
as the Harris-Daishowa woodchip mill at
Eden.

Logging in this part of the world is an
uncompromising task.There’s no respite
from conditions that demand business
acumen, equipment integrity, and
meticulous maintenance.

Bruce Mathie & Sons Logging today
operates 12 pieces of gear in the bush -
dozers, excavators and loaders - and four
trucks.

The company shows devout loyalty to
certain brands of equipment, and when it
comes to the trucks and engines that
power them, Cummins and Western Star
are the champions of the Mathie
operation.

“Since 1983, when we bought our first
Western Star with a Cummins
NTC-400, we haven’t moved away from
either supplier,” Phillip Mathie explained
recently at the company’s home base near
Narooma.

“The service we get from both companies
is all about people - people you can talk to.
It’s hard to beat Cummins and Western
Star in that area.We deal through
Cummins Queanbeyan and we get
extremely good service.”

Two of the Western Stars currently
operated by Mathie & Sons have 500 hp
Cummins N14 engines while the other
two are motivated by Cummins
Signature 600s.

The 71 Cummins ISC engines powering SITA
Environmental Solutions’ fleet of single-pass waste
collection trucks in Brisbane have settled trouble-free
into a contract that is Australia’s largest for domestic
waste collection.

The eight-year, $151 million contract between SITA and
Brisbane City Council focuses on increased public
amenity and reduced environmental impact, resulting in a
33% reduction in traffic.

The 8.3-litre Cummins ISC engines, rated at 250 hp, are
powering the perennial Iveco ACCO.

“We’ve had an exceptional run from the engines,“ says
Russell Cooper, CEO of SITA Environmental Solutions.

“The SITA fleet handles over 100,000 bins a day in
Brisbane and services 370,000 households a week,” he
points out.

“Most of the trucks had done around 4000 hours by
November, most of those hours involving constant stop-
start work, picking up and putting down 200 bins an hour.

“We’ve had minimal problems with the trucks.”

The Cummins ISC engines have full-authority electronic
management for low emissions and improved fuel
economy.

“The ISCs are averaging 12.5 litres per engine hour which
is more fuel efficient than the older Cummins C-series
engines SITA has had experience with,” says Andrew
Keeble, SITA’s Queensland maintenance manager.

“It’s hard to go past the ACCO for our type of work,” he
continues.“It is  purpose-built and the cab’s dual controls
are factory installed.

“We have other specific requirements such as automatic
park brake application if the door opens. It’s a safety
measure because the drivers are sometimes climbing in
and out of the vehicle to retrieve bins.

“After sales service and parts availability are other strong
points of the ACCO-Cummins combination.”

One of the 70-plus Cummins-powered ACCOs that are providing
exemplary service in Brisbane in Australia’s largest contract for
domestic waste collection.

One of the Signature-powered trucks pulls
a 19-metre B-double while the other, with
over one million kilometres racked up, is
coupled to a high woodchip bin. It
operates 24 hours a day, hauling chip from
Nowra to the Harris-Daishowa mill at
Eden.

Phillip Mathie says the tractive effort
provided by the Signatures is outstanding
as is the engine braking which is a telling
cost factor on the Princes Highway with its
high frequency of grades and corners.

“The truck that operates between Nowra
and the chip mill at Eden did one million
kilometres on its original brake linings on
the steer and drive axles,” he reveals.

“That truck can go from Nowra to Eden
(300 km) with the loaded chip bin and you
can touch the brake drums because they’re
still cool.”

Anyone who knows this strip of the NSW
South Coast will attest to its arduous
nature, with numerous long climbs and
descents infesting the route.This
is also shown in the Signature
load factors that are as high as
47%.

Until the early 1980s the mainstay
of the Mathie business had been
the harvesting of logs, leaving the
haulage from the bush to the mills
in the hands of contractors.

However, in 1981 the decision
was made to expand the family
operation and keep some of the
road transport of timber in-house.
A White Road Boss, powered by a
Big Cam Cummins, was bought.

That was an extremely good truck for the
Mathies, but when they decided to add a
second truck,White had gone bust.The
similarity between the Road Boss and the
Western Star was obvious, so they decided
to give Western Star a go in 1983.

Under the big square snout of the Western
Star was a Cummins Big Cam 400 and
perhaps unbeknown to the new owners at
the time, the pattern had been set for all
future trucks belonging to the family
company.

The Mathies’ next pair of Western Stars
had Cummins 444 engines, and then in
early 1993 the family took delivery of the
1000th Western Star to roll off the
Brisbane line (before production moved to
Canada).That truck had a Cummins N14-
500E, the first electronic engine to put into
service by the company.

Importantly, for the Mathies, it’s not just
the peformance of the truck or the engine
that keeps the family with Cummins and
Western Star. It’s the people, their personal
commitment that counts in an
environment that demands high standards
of tenacity from men and machines alike.

Previously known as Pacific Waste Management and BFI,
SITA has around 1000 waste collection trucks in service
Australia-wide.

Of the 71 trucks servicing the Brisbane City Council
contract, 45 employ the innovative single-pass collection
system in which both general waste and recycled waste
are collected at the one time.The truck only runs past
the house once to pick up the waste and recycle bins.

On the days residents place their two bins at the
kerbside, the single-pass truck directs general waste into
one compartment and the recycled waste into a second.
A light sensor detects the bin type and directs.

The major benefit is reduced vehicle movements, which
mean significantly less noise and lower emissions -
important factors given sprawling suburbia’s increased
sensitivity to heavy vehicles.

Engine management data is
downloaded regularly to monitor
key fleet KPIs.

�

Cummins-powered Western Stars are the champions of the
Mathie operation. (Photo courtesy of Diesel magazine).

Phillip Mathie... “We deal through
Cummins Queanbeyan and we get very
good service.”

Cummins ISC fleet ‘trouble-free’ in SITA’s city slog 

Stars that shine in the southern forestsStars that shine in the southern forests

Manager of the Cummins Brisbane
branch Gwynn Spicer (left) with
Andrew Keeble, Queensland
maintenance manager for SITA.
“It’s hard to go past the ACCO for
our type of work,” he says.
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A massive spinnaker area of 240 m2

plus power from two Cummins
6BT5.9 engines has enabled a new
25-metre maxi-cat to slash two
hours off the 90 km round trip
between Cairns and the Great
Barrier Reef.

Taking divers and snorkelers out to
the world heritage reef on day
trips, the new maxi-cat - Passions
of Paradise II - cruises at 12 to 18
knots, and is designed to handle
winds of 30 knots.

The original 14-metre Passions of
Paradise catamaran was
commissioned by Alan Wallish in
1989 after he decided to throw in
his job as a school teacher and
start his own business.

He was joined in the venture by
Beau McCormack and Roger
Cummings, one that has gone from
strength to strength and today
takes around 15,000 divers and
snorkelers a year out to the reef.

“In 1997, we actually cut our old
boat in half, added in four metres
to take it to 18 metres, and
increased our passenger capacity
from 45 to 70,” says Alan Wallish,
reflecting on the growth of the
business.

“Now we’ve had to go bigger and
better again with Passions of
Paradise II which caters for 100
passengers.”

He points out the original Passions
of Paradise catamaran, a motor-
sailer, had Cummins 4BT3.9
engines.“They were super-reliable,”
he says.“They operated constantly
at 2400 rpm, six hours a day, seven
days a week.

“We put Cummins’ service in
Cairns to the test early on,” he
continues.“That boat was only a
few weeks old when the rear end
was damaged and the engine
compartment flooded. One engine
had to be rebuilt.

“I phoned Cummins on the
Thursday night before Easter Friday
and said to them, ‘Hey, we’re flat
out...we need the boat...can you
please help’.They worked during
Easter to rebuild that engine.

“That engine didn’t miss a beat
over the next five years.” 

The new Passions of Paradise II,
which went into service in
November, caters for 30 divers and
100 passengers all up.

“With our old boat we were
spending up to six hours travelling
each day on the 90 km round trip
between Cairns and the Great
Barrier Reef,” Alan points out.“The
boat would do around 9.5 knots
when motor sailing.

“Now our trip time is down to four
hours, and we’re cruising at 12 to 18
knots. Our design specification
actually stipulated that we wanted
to be able to do 12 knots under
engine power alone, or 12 knots
under sail when it blows.

The power... and the passion

Cummins has built a new training module
to increase the focus on two of its biggest
engines, the QSK45 and QSK60.

The QSK45 is a 45-litre,V12 that can be
rated up to 2000 hp. It has the same bore
and stroke as the QSK60, a 60-litre,V16
that can be rated up to 2,700 hp.

“There has been a need for greater QSK
training availability, and the module allows
us to provide that training,” says Dean
Daniell, Cummins training manager for the
northern region.

The module is being used in the eastern
states for training at mine sites and at the
OEMs (original equipment manufacturers).

The engine is actually a QSK60 that has
been cut in half, making it a V8 which is
considerably easier to transport around
the country than a V12 or V16.

Importantly, the cutaway section gives
access to engine internals such as the
coolant and lubrication circuits.

New training focus on QSK 
engines

“That’s why our sail area is so big.
Our spinnaker is 240 square
metres which is actually larger than
that of an America’s Cup boat,” he
points out.

“The time we spend motor sailing
now is significantly reduced. Our
engines aren’t running as much
which is saving fuel and no doubt
will extend engine life.”

The aim with Passions of Paradise
II is to lift passenger numbers from
15,000 to around 25,000 a year.

“We have up to 10 crew depending
on the number of passengers,” Alan
points out.“Our policy is to have
one crew per nine passengers
because we like to keep things
personal.”

Allan Wallish...impressed with
Cummins service support in Cairns.

The Cummins 6BT5.9 engines,
which drive variable pitch
propellers for maximum propulsion
efficiency, have a medium
continuous rating of 180 hp at
2500 rpm. Electrical power is
provided by a Cummins 31 kVA
generating set.

Passions of Paradise II was
designed by Grahame
Parker of Manly (Sydney),
while the builder was
Kanga Birtles’ Jarkan
Yachts of Jervis Bay on
the NSW South Coast.

“It’s been a long time
coming, this boat,” says
Alan Wallish.
“Construction actually

The engine is also fitted with a ‘live’ ECM
which is important for electronics training.

“This module is a great asset in providing
training to technicians who can work on
the increasing number of QSK engines
going into service in the South Pacific
region,” says Dean Daniell.

Another new training module is the ISBe ,
an engine that has originated from the
European Engine Alliance.

Cummins has begun a training program
with branches, dealers and OEMs to
ensure the ISBe is efficiently serviced and
maintained.

The ISBe features advanced electronic
controls, a high pressure common rail fuel
system, and rear geartrain.

“This module again demonstrates
Cummins’ commitment to high quality
training,” says Ian Muller, national technical
training manager.

The new QSK60 engine training module demonstrates Cummins’ commitment to high quality training.
The photo shows Ian Muller, Cummins’ national technical training manager (right) with Dean Daniell,
training manager for the northern region.

�

started in October 2001, but it was
destroyed on Boxing Day when the
shed it was being built in burnt
down in the bush fires.”

It’s a relaxed group of owners now
though, with Passions of Paradise II
in the water and showing its speed.

Passions of Paradise II gets its power from a massive
spinnaker area plus two Cummins 6BT5.9 engines.

‘big banger’
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ReCon builds special cart for Matthew

Cummins sets up
new branches in
Wollongong,
Hobart

Emerald (Qld)

Gordon Ngan,
who became
Cummins branch
manager at
Emerald in
Queensland last
August, has a
strong

international flavour to his career
which has included roles with
Cummins in China and Russia.

Gordon’s parents were Chinese, but
he was born in New Zealand and
served his apprenticeship as a diesel
mechanic in that country.

He moved to Australia in the early
1970s and joined Cummins Brisbane
in 1973 under the Blackwood
Hodge banner.

He started in Brisbane as a diesel
fitter, graduated to field service and
then took on the roles of
workshop foreman followed by field
service supervisor.

Gordon was with Cummins
Brisbane through to 1995 when he
transferred to China for a three-
year term to set up and manage a
joint venture distributor in
Shenzhen (South China) before
handing over to local management.

He then spent two years in
Gaungzhou, establishing an office
and developing automotive market
support in an area that covered all
of China south of Shanghai.

Gordon moved back to New
Zealand to become workshop
manager at Cummins Auckland in

2000, and then at the start of 2003
he moved to Moscow in Russia to
help set up the new Cummins
wholly-owned distributor.

At Cummins Emerald, Gordon and
his team’s main focus is on mining in
the Bowen Basin as well as the
automotive and agricultural markets.

Kalgoorlie (WA)

Bill Sturgess was
appointed
Cummins
Kalgoorlie branch
manager in
October. He
heads up an
operation that
will move into a

newly constructed facility in
Kalgoorlie in 2004.

Bill completed his apprenticeship as a
heavy-duty mechanic with Hampton
Transport in 1992 and moved to
Cummins Kalgoorlie in 1995.

He worked in several roles in
Kalgoorlie - workshop leading hand,
field service leading hand, and
workshop foreman - before taking
on the position of service manager
in 2000.

In early 2002, Bill moved to
Cummins Perth to become field
service coordinator. He then left
Cummins to work for Allight as
national service manager and he
assisted that company’s expansion
to the stage where it was operating
12 branches nationally.

Bay of Plenty (NZ)

Colin Hastie took
up the position of
Bay of Plenty
branch manager
(based in Rotorua)
in January.

Born in Dunedin, NZ, Colin moved
to Regina, Canada, in 1987, where
he became service manager for the
local Kenworth truck dealer.

In 1995 he became service manager
for the Regina branch of Cummins
Mid Canada. He was responsible for
an area which had the highest
population of large 4WD tractors in
North America as well as extensive
coal mining and oil fields.
Development of mobile service was
a key to achieving high market share
in the area.

Colin’s working life started in
Dunedin where he specialised in
fuel systems. In 1981, he became
workshop manager for Hyslop Blair
Transport which was involved in
logging and rural transport in the
Otago region.This role gave Colin
an insight into customer
expectations from service providers
like Cummins.

Mt Gambier (SA)

Leigh Newton
joined Cummins as
Mt Gambier (SA)
branch manager in
October.

�

“We want Matthew to be able to get out with
his mates and do a bit of bush bashing,” says
ReCon operations manager Ian Bates.

Anton looked at importing a four-wheel cart
from the US but the design and cost of $8000
were prohibitive, so he approached the ReCon
team to see if there was anything they could do.

“The cart is designed and built around Matthew.
It has special steering, suspension, throttle and
brake controls to cater for his disability,” says
Ian Bates.

“We’ve made it a two-seater so he can take his
mates for a ride.”

The ReCon team initiated fund-raising for the
project and thanks the following companies for
their sponsorship: GSD Sheetmetal, EMP
(Electric Motor Power), Garry Rogers
Motorsport, Battery World Dandenong, Design
Auto Interior, Glenmag Tractors, Brown Davis
Automotive, and Bob McIntyre Sales.

The Hobart facility is at 316 Midlands
Highway, Bridgewater - a prime location on
the main highway from the north of the
state to the south.

This area is also to become the railhead
with the discontinuation of the line into
Hobart city because of traffic congestion.

The Hobart branch phone number is 03
6263 5766.The after hours numbers are
0418 134 132 or 0412 441 282.

New Wollongong branch is all about providing Cummins customers with
superior service suppport.

He was previously with J&B Inter of
Mt Gambier, where he was service
manager for 11 years. During his
time with J&B Inter - an Iveco, Mack
and Mitsubishi dealer - he had
extensive experience with fleet,
local government and single truck
customers.

Leigh began his working career as
an apprentice car mechanic with
Car City Services in Mt Gambier
where he spent 13 years.

A Major in the Army Reserve, Leigh
is married to Andrea and has three
children, Douglas, Bradley and
Stephanie.

Thrilled with his ReCon cart, Matthew is shown with (from left) Cameron
McConville (Garry Rogers Motorsport), father Anton, mother Debbie, and
Garry Rogers.

The Cummins ReCon team at Scoresby has
applied all its technical skills to the design and
construction of a special motorised cart for
eight-year-old Matthew Guillerme who suffers
from cerebral palsey.

Matthew is the son of Anton who works at
ReCon.

The cart is powered by an electric motor and
will help Matthew, who needs a walking frame,
to become more mobile and independent.

Cummins has further strengthened its
service support with the opening of new
satellite branch facilities in Wollongong
(NSW) and Hobart (Tas).

Cummins previously had one branch in
Tasmania at Devonport. Rob Criggie, who
has headed up the Devonport operation for
15 years, will continue in this role as well as
managing the Hobart branch.

Two diesel technicians, Mark Hingston and Dominic
McLaren, are based at Hobart as well as parts
specialist Kris Maroney.

The new Wollongong satellite branch is at 123
Montague St, Fairy Meadow. Service manager is
Dave Gilyeat while Ray Woods is the parts manager.

“Our customer base in the Wollongong area told us
they wanted us to retain our flexibility, culture, and
values. However, they needed better, faster service,
and the opening of the Wollongong operation is the
key to us providing that service,”  says Col Russell,
Cummins area director for NSW.

“It’s all about underpinning our No.1 strategic
objective of being the best customer
support provider in all the markets and
territories in which we operate.”

The Wollongong branch phone number is
02 4227 2444.

Rob Criggie, who has headed up the
Cummins Devonport operation for 15 years,
is also managing the new Hobart facility.

New Cummins branch managers



15�

In this edition of Cummins Commentary I’d like to explain how we have continued putting
in place resources and capabilities to reach our objective of being the best customer
support provider in all territories and markets in which we operate.

I’m pleased to report we are making progress in our journey to achieve this goal.
However, there continues to be more that needs to be done.An area of current focus is
to increase our ‘distribution density’.That is the number of service points we have across
the regions to be closer to the customer.A strength of Cummins in this part of the world
has always been the fact that we own our own branch distribution network, which gives us
the opportunity to introduce improvements and changes at a rapid pace.We have
branches in all capital cities across three countries including Australia, New Zealand and
Papua New Guinea.We now have 33 branch locations, four satellite facilities and 12 field
service locations for a total of 49 total service points to better serve the customer.

The Cummins branch network supports all markets including the truck business which is
shaping as a big year for Cummins in 2004.

As you’ll read elsewhere in this issue, we’re working with the US to release our electronic
19-litre engine, the QSK19, for on-highway roadtrain operation. It will meet a distinct need
for greater durability in this severe-duty market segment. Our original 19-litre engine, the
K19, did a great job in harsh conditions and we still have quite a few out there in
roadtrains getting the job done.All our evidence points to there being even better
life-to-overhaul with QSK19 so we’re anticipating strong demand for this product when
it is released.

Our Generation II ISX and Signature engines (the first units were introduced early last
year) are also doing what we were confident they would do, and that’s give our customers
much improved cost of ownership.To stay competitive we have to be committed to
continuous product improvement, and our Generation II engines are a result of
that process.

A key point - one that reflects our absolute commitment to the trucking industry - is that
we will be offering our broadest ever range of truck engines, spanning 185 to 620 hp and
5.9 to 19 liters.

Our truck engine business unit is now headed up by Ross McDonald and I’m confident his
appointment will give us much stronger strategic direction. Ross has great credentials in
the service and customer support side of our business. He started with Cummins in
Australia as an engineer and then went on to become director of service operations in
North America, the UK, Europe,Africa and the Middle East.That’s a background that I
know will really count in our market.

On the service support side, we opened new branches in Wollongong and Hobart in 2003
and will be opening further new facilities in 2004.We’ll continue working on improving our
customer relationships by shooting straight, doing what we say, and having frequent contact
at all levels. Integrity in business is very important and within Cummins all our people are
being driven to do what we say we are going to do, every time, without question.

Best regards,
Gino Butera

Staff Milestones
January to June 

Comment by Gino Butera, Managing Director - Cummins South Pacific

January
5 years Chris Cooper (Campbellfield), Michael Saliba (Campbellfield), Johnathon Cane

(Penrith), David Agius (Laverton), Rodney Collison (Laverton), Jacob Mearns
(Brisbane), Daniell Gall (Cairns), Sean Low (Wetherill Park), Glen Matthews
(Perth),Travis Keough (Karratha), Michael Pandai (Port Moresby),William
Minit (Port Moresby), Kelly Simmons (Townsville), Simon Truffa (Townsville),
Simon Pratt (Scoresby), Martin Hancock (Scoresby), John Matthews (Scoresby).

10 years Rodney Campbell (Penrith), Chris Galea (Wetherill Park), Steven Reid
(Mt Gambier), Russell Cubley (Brisbane), Michael Fowler (Tamworth),
Jodie Lees (Scoresby).

15 years Ken Tickle (Campbellfield), Jeff Martin (Mackay), Richard McGilvray 
(Wodonga), Nigel Reeves (Tamworth), Darrell Fabar (Lae), Jamie Sharp
(Vic regional).

20 years Kevin Lawrence (Brisbane), John Juett (Adelaide).

25 years Greg Field (Newcastle), Geoff Ironmonger (Perth).

30 years Ian Muller (Brisbane).

February
5 years Steve Cobley (Cairns), Shane Sutherland (Dandenong), Chri Edlington

(Mt Gambier), Mark Hingston (Devonport), Simon James (Lae).

10 years Theo Batsiokis (Campbellfield), Rod Needs (Newcastle), Kurt Jorgensen
(Brisbane), David Ward (Brisbane), Richard Hall (Tamworth).

15 years Ray Carey (Cairns), Ron Villareal (Wetherill Park), Peter  Wright
(Wetherill Park).

20 years Pam Pike (Scoresby).

25 years Paul MacRae (Tamworth).

March
5 years Simon May (Laverton), Denis Rousch (Laverton), Ben Engley (Swan Hill),

Steve Saywell (Brisbane), Ross Ainsworth (Darwin), Jim Frolov
(Wetherill Park),Tony Christou (Perth), John Schram (Scoresby), Mike Sharp
(Scoresby),

10 years Kim Gibbs (Mackay), Bob Carrick (Auckland).

15 years Peter McGowan (Newcastle), Mark Bourke (Scoresby), Leigh Edwards
(Scoresby).

20 years Mark Bradshaw (Perth).

April
5 years Angela Banson (Laverton), Steven Jagusic (Brisbane), John Muntz (Brisbane),

Geoff Gilby (Wetherill Park), Duncan Cummings (Scoresby), Simon Priestley
(Scoresby), Sally Hunter (Scoresby).

10 years William Burnett (Grafton), Dean Visaggio (Perth), Barry Johnson (Karratha).

15 years Quentin Tass (Mackay).

35 years Wayne Aplin (Adelaide).

May
5 years Shaun Rivers (Brisbane), Mike Homans (Scoresby),

10 years Warwick Blaikie (Penrith), Carolynn Collins (Wetherill Park), Bryan Euler
(Mackay), George Peters (Perth), Dave Smith (Scoresby).

15 years Klaus Fleischmann (Cairns), Jason Muir (Scoresby).

June
5 years Adam Cook (Adelaide), Cyrat Nasir (Adelaide), David VanBrussel

(Wetherill Park), Judith Ngawi (Lae).

10 years Tracy Igglesden (Penrith), Luis Pinto (Wetherill Park).

2004
CumminsCommentaryfocus
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Victor Jones
(Murray Goulburn),
right, was runner
up in the individual
stroke event but
also won the Turkey
Award for the size
of the divot he
took out on one
hole. In fact, the
divot was so big
tournament
officials had to
check his bag for a
shovel!

Close to 100 Cummins customers
battled valiantly to master the little
white ball at the 2003 Cummins
Masters golf tournament at
Narooma on the NSW South Coast.

Again, the Masters showed that
quality golf is not a key criteria at
Narooma, the main aim being to
raise money for the Variety Club, an
organisation that supports
underprivileged kids.

The 2003 Masters, held in October,
raised $11,000 and Cummins thanks
its customers and golf tournament
sponsors for their generosity.

Ross McDonald has been appointed
general manager of Cummins’ truck
and bus engine business in the
South Pacific.

Ross has been part of Cummins’
globalisation, having worked in
various roles in the South Pacific,
Europe and the US.

He has been appointed to head up
Cummins’ automotive business at a
time when the company is planning
several significant new product
introductions to underpin its
leadership in the mid-range and
heavy-duty truck markets.

New GM
for
Cummins’
truck
engine
business

As this photo montage of John
‘Pooch’ McHale (McColls)
shows, emotions ran high
during the putting competition
at the Cummins Masters.
What would his reaction have
been had he actually won the
competition?

Ross began his career with
Cummins in Australia in1970 as an
engineer and was appointed
engineering manager before moving
to the US in 1980 to become
director of service operations in
North America.

He then moved to London to
become director of service for the
UK, Europe,Africa and the Middle
East.

Ross returned to Australia in 1989
and worked in a number of
positions focusing on ReCon, parts,
materials and distribution.

Cummins director of engine business Shane
Murphy (left) with the winners of the ambrose
competition (from left): Dennis Quinn
(Cummins), Peter Hazeldene (Hazeldene’s
Chicken Farm), Paul May (Riverina Kenworth)
and Jack Reeves (McColls).

Keith Benson (Alan
Ross Transport)
won the individual
stoke event on a
countback from
Victor Jones
(Murray Goulburn).
Keith (left) is shown
with Cummins’
Wayne Burr.

An initiative aimed at attracting and
retaining top apprentices is paying
off for Cummins branches in NSW.

Cummins’ area director for NSW,
Col Russell, decided three years
ago that a scheme needed to be
introduced to underpin Cummins’
reputation as being one of the best
companies for diesel technicians to
work for.

“No other company has as many
heavy vehicle workshops in
Australia as Cummins, so it is
critical that we are able to attract
the best apprentices and then
retain them,” he says.

“Supplying tool kits to our 1st year
apprentices is an initiative we
implemented from an apprentice
focus group held in 2001.”

A five-year period away from
Cummins saw him working on the
development of product for the
Australian Defence Department.

Cummins’ automotive business
managers in each capital city will
report directly to Ross to ensure
uniform direction and leadership
and that Cummins approaches and
responds to customer needs in a
consistent manner across the
South Pacific region.

All 1st year apprentices joining a
Cummins branch in NSW receive
the tool kit valued at close to
$4000.The apprentices aren’t
charged for the tool kit, and they
officially own it once they’ve
completed a successful four-year
indenture period.

The kit contains every single tool
that is needed to work on a latest
technology Cummins engine.The
tools are contained in a nine-
drawer chest and trolley cabinet.

Rosalyn Loyzaga, workshop
manager at Cummins Wetherill
Park in Sydney - one of Cummins’
largest workshops in the South
Pacific - is proud of the calibre of
apprentices at the facility.

“We have the pick of the crop of
apprentices and they deserve to

have the best tools from day one,”
she says, pointing out that at
Wetherill Park alone, Cummins has
more than 20 apprentices.

“This year we had 35 applicants for
seven 1st year apprenticeship
positions, and that points to the
high regard Cummins is held in as
an employer.”

$4000 tool kit
for 1st year
Cummins
apprentices
in NSW

Emotions run high at 2003 Cummins Masters

The new apprentices with Cummins Wetherill Park
workshop manager Rosalyn Loyzaga
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Shane Lansdell was a commercial
fisherman in Tasmania for 20 years
before selling his licences in 1993
and venturing into the charter boat
business.

Fishing for crayfish and abalone is
certainly a distant memory now for
Shane and his wife Belinda as they
operate their new dinner cruise
vessel, SeaMelbourne, around Port
Phillip Bay and the dockland’s area
of Melbourne.

Powered by twin 580 hp Cummins
QSM11 engines, SeaMelbourne was
commissioned in July 2003 and
caters for up to 150 passengers on
two dining decks.

The Lansdells’ first charter vessel
was Frontier, a 26-metre monohull
that operated mainly out of Hobart
and could sleep 14 guests overnight,
or carry 50 passengers all up.

“The winters in Tasmania killed us,”
says Shane Lansdell, “so we moved

Twin 580 hp Cummins QSM11s power
the SeaMelbourne.The photo shows
Paul Zeinert from Cummins Laverton
which is providing the service support.

CBM has a strong reputation in the South
Pacific for building product particularly
suited to aggressive salt air environments.

�

Cost savings that would have
seemed fanciful only a year or so
ago are now being achieved by the
American Samoa Power Authority
with the installation of cooling
systems developed by Cummins
South Pacific subsidiary, CBM
Technologies.

The yearly savings are an
extraordinary US$365,000 - or half

a million Australian dollars - and are
attributable totally to the more
efficient CBM radiators.

CBM Technologies, established in
Adelaide in 1990, is a leading
designer and manufacturer of
custom-built radiators for power
generation and industrial
applications.

Its product range is totally
engineered in Australia, one of the

Shane
Lansdell...a
commercial
fisherman in
Tassie for 20
years before
venturing into
the charter boat
business.

to Melbourne. However, Frontier
didn’t have the capacity we wanted
- we really needed to be able to
carry over 100 passengers - so we
sold it and started planning
SeaMelbourne as a 24-metre
catamaran.”

As the newest cruise boat working
out of downtown Melbourne’s
Dockland’s area, SeaMelbourne
proved a hit through December
with bookings for more than 60
functions.

“SeaMelbourne can be used for a
variety of other work,” Shane
points out.“It can be used as a
high-speed ferry carrying military
personnel or doing tourist
transfers, or during the Melbourne
winter we can take it to
Queensland to Hervey Bay or the
Whitsundays for tourist charters.”

Shane Landsdell says he selected
the electronic Cummins QSM11
engines because of their excellent
reputation and environmental
friendliness.“They meet all current
worldwide exhaust emission
regulations, a very important factor
when operating in confined
river/city built-up areas such as
Victoria Harbour in Melbourne,” he
points out.

He’s also impressed with the
performance of the 580 hp
QSM11s.

“We’ve got a top speed of 25 knots
at 2300 rpm, but we’re going to fit
propellers with a different pitch and
that should give us close to 30
knots maximum, with a cruise
speed of around 23 knots at 2000
rpm,” Shane points out.

Cummins-propelled
SeaMelbourne can be used
as a dinner cruise vessel or
a high-speed ferry.

During the planning of
SeaMelbourne, Shane worked
closely with Cummins’ manager in
Tasmania, Rob Criggie.“We actually
looked at C-series Cummins
engines initially, but when we took
into account factors such as resale
value and the need for higher speed
if we shifted the boat to
Queensland in winter, the QSM11
was the best choice.” 

Shane Lansdell knows all about
boatbuilding. He actually served his
apprenticeship as a boatbuilder in
Hobart before turning to
commercial fishing. SeaMelbourne
was built as a Crowther Design by
Richard Devine Marine (RDM), with
design input also coming from
Shane and Belinda.

RDM is a major cat hull builder in
Tasmania, supplying customers both
in Australia and offshore.

toughest proving grounds in the
world for cooling systems.

American Samoa Power Authority
(ASPA) previously used radiators
from Europe and North America
but these failed due to corrosion
problems.

Aware of CBM’s reputation for
building product particularly suited
to aggressive salt air environments,
ASPA commissioned the Australian
company to refurbish its cooling
systems at two power stations in
Pago Pago.

This has occurred over the last two
to three years, with eight of the
original radiators being replaced
with CBM units. Pago Pago is the
capital of American Samoa, a group
of islands in the South Pacific.

“We’d installed only a couple of
units when ASPA began to see a
marked improvement in efficiency,”
says CBM engineering manager
Manfred Unger.

With the eight new CBM radiators
installed and consuming substantially
less fan power, the impact has been
enormous on the group of small
islands where fuel is a huge cost.

The power used to run the stations
has dropped from 5.4% to 3.4% of
generation which equates to
304,000 kWh a month.At a
production cost of US$0.10 per
kWh, the saving is US$30,400 a
month or US$364,800 a year.

“ASPA is also benefitting from
having a product specifically
designed with non-corrosive
materials and coatings to withstand
the harsh, salt-laden environment,”
says Manfred Unger.

“The capital cost of replacing the
old cooling systems is thus
amortised over a much longer
period because of the extended
service life of the CBM radiators.” 

The CBM radiators work efficiently
at lower air velocities and thus
require less fan power to achieve

CBM engineering manager Manfred Unger (right) with manufacturing
manager Branko Stojakovic.

the same cooling effect. Each
radiator incorporates a three-circuit
cooling system which handles lube
oil, intercooler and jacket water
requirements for each of the
4.75MW generators.

Job completed for the American
Samoa Power Authority.

CBM radiators reap huge cost savings for
South Pacific islands

New cruise vessel also a hi-speed ferry
when QSM11s unleashed
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Attracting young people to the
traditional trades that once formed
the nucleus of Australian
employment is a challenge facing
many companies today.

A recent automotive industry
careers expo in Wagga Wagga,
NSW, in which Cummins was a
participant, highlighted just what can
be done to encourage students to
consider a trade.

The expo was initiated by Toll and
Riverina Group Training &
Employment and attracted 500 to
600 students from 12 schools.
Other trucking industry participants
included Riverina Kenworth and
Hartwigs.

“We need to educate school
leavers that there are worthwhile
career options open to them apart
from going to university,” said Peter
Andersen, general manager of
Riverina Group Training &
Employment.

“Toll is one of our biggest clients so
we are well aware of the difficulty
of getting good kids into
apprenticeships.”

A recent Senate report blames
parents and schools for failing to
encourage students to consider
traditional trades.The report says
there is clear evidence of problems
with career counselling in the
school system.

Diesel technicians are at the core
of Cummins’ business, so the Wagga
expo  was an opportunity to
highlight the career opportunities
available because of the breadth and
scope of Cummins operations both
Australia-wide and globally.

Many of Cummins’ managers in
Australia and New Zealand today
started their career with the
company as diesel technicians and
then went on to gain experience in
various roles in sales, marketing and
engineering.

Cummins’ display at Wagga
attracted plenty of attention.A
Signature training engine, hooked up
to a laptop to show all of its
electronics capabilities, rumbled
away while students stared on with
fascination.A Signature cutaway
allowed the finer points of diesel
engine technology to be explained.

The display also emphasised that
starting out on a career path with
Cummins, either as an apprentice
or qualified diesel technician,

offered exciting and rewarding
opportunities.

Bob Walker, general manager of
service for Cummins South Pacific,
and Travis Keough, a young diesel
technician who is having some
fantastic experiences working for
Cummins, are just two examples of
how rewarding careers have taken
shape.

Bob Walker is proof that a career
path at Cummins offers unlimited
potential.

Now a member of the senior
management team at Cummins
South Pacific, it was full power
ahead for Bob as soon as he
started working on Cummins
engines 35 years ago as a diesel
technician.

Since then, his career with
Cummins has taken him through
business management and in to his
current role as general manager of
service for Cummins South Pacific
in which he’s responsible for an
annual turnover of $150 million.

“There are terrific opportunities for
advancement at Cummins both in
the South Pacific region and other
parts of the world,” he says.

Bob is highly regarded after 30
years in key technical and service
support roles for Cummins both in
Australia and overseas, comprising
stints in Papua New Guinea,
Indonesia, NSW, Queensland and

remarkable Grasberg Mine in
Papua, Indonesia, one of the world’s
largest producers of copper and
gold.

Bob’s track record saw him move
to Cummins South Pacific
headquarters at Scoresby in
Melbourne in 2002 to take on the
role of general manager of service.

Travis Keough is a young man who
has had some fantastic experiences
working for Cummins as a diesel
technician.

Travis, 22, served his apprenticeship
in tropical north Queensland

working out of Cummins Cairns,
and today is a member of Cummins
Karratha’s field service team in
Western Australia’s famous Pilbara
mining region.

“I love a challenge, and that’s what
I’m getting now as I go from mine
to mine,” he says.“There’s always
something different happening.”

The opportunity to earn top dollars
through overtime is another key
attraction.

Travis works on some of the
world’s biggest mining equipment at
notable iron ore mines like Mt Tom
Price, Paraburdoo, Pannawonica, and
Yandicoogina. He and the rest of
the Cummins team have a big
population of engines to support,
bigger in fact than any other diesel

Careers crisis: Too much emphasis on
university entrance scores as a mark of success 

Cummins’ display at the Wagga careers
day attracted plenty of attention.The
cutaway of the Signature engine allowed
the finer points of diesel technology to
be explained by Ross McDonald.

engine manufacturer - 19-litre,
30-litre, 38-litre, 45-litre, 50-litre and
60-litre units spanning 600 to 2500 hp.

“We work as a team and the
camaraderie between the guys is
great,” Travis points out.

Brought up on a potato farm on
the Atherton Tablelands in north
Queensland,Travis enjoyed his
apprenticeship at Cummins Cairns
where it wasn’t unusual for him to
work on a gamefishing boat or
luxury cruiser one day, and then
move on to a completely different
job the next.

He points out that today’s diesel
engines are highly sophisticated and
probably require as much time
using a computer and working with
customers on managing the
equipment as they do wielding a
spanner.

“Working for Cummins and getting
a trade behind me is one of the
best decisions I’ve ever made,” he
says.“A big attraction with
Cummins is that there are
opportunities everywhere because
you can move from state to state,
or from country to country.”

�

the Northern Territory. He has also
been a Cummins branch manager in
Australia.

“My career at Cummins has been
very rewarding, particularly the
opportunities I’ve had to visit and
work in other countries,” he says.
“Meeting challenges head on and
overcoming those challenges have
all been part of that rewarding
experience.”

Bob began working for Cummins in
the late 1960s as a diesel technician
at Lansvale in Sydney. He then

moved in to field service in western
NSW before transferring to Papua
New Guinea where he was
responsible for field service in that
country as well as the Solomon
Islands.

Bob returned to Australia in 1977
and, based in Darwin, was
responsible for Cummins sales and
service in the Northern Territory. In
1980 he was appointed Queensland
service manager based in Brisbane,
and then in 1993 moved to
Indonesia to become regional
service manager.

In 1996 he was appointed Cummins
branch manager in Cairns where he
took on the difficult task of merging
Cummins and Northern Engine
Reconditioning Co (Nerco) to
establish one of company’s most
important rebuild facilities in the
South Pacific. He also took the lead
role in securing substantial business
for Cummins at Freeport’s

Bob Walker... started as a diesel technician with Cummins 35 years ago and today
is a member of the senior management team, responsible for a turnover of $150
million.

Travis Keough...did his apprenticeship at Cummins Cairns before moving to
Western Australia to work in the Pilbara mining region.

A Signature training engine was one of
the highlights for students at the
Wagga careers day. Cummins Wodonga
branch manager Richard Telfer (far
right) explained the engine’s electronic
capabilities to students.
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Three owner-operators from
central west NSW are achieving
top results with Cummins ISX and
Signature engines.

Mark and Teena Sewell, from
Orange, have an ISX500 in their
immaculate  Kenworth T404 which
pulls a Cement Australia tanker.

A year old in December, the 1850
lb ft ISX is delivering performance
and fuel efficiency that eclipse the
500 hp Cummins N14 the Sewells
operated previously.

“The ISX is averaging 2.24 km/litre
versus the N14’s 2 km/litre doing
exactly the same work,” says Mark
Sewell.

“The performance of the ISX has
surprised me, too. Nothing much
goes around it, and the engine
brake is superb.”

The 500 hp ISX drives through an
18-speed Roadranger to 4.3:1
rears.

“We haven’t had to ring Cummins
yet because of a reliability problem
with the ISX, but the after sales
support from Cummins Penrith is
as good as it has ever been,” says
Mark.

Mark, a meticulous operator, has
been a Cement Australia sub-
contractor for 10 years, having
previously driven for Leo N Dunn
& Sons.

Lachlan Bunting has no regrets
about choosing a Cummins
Signature 620 for his Kenworth

T904 which pulls a B-double for
Whites Stock of Orange.

“The Signature is awesome in the
hills. It’s better than I could have
imagined,” he says. Considering the
poor aerodynamics of a stock
B-double, he’s not unhappy either

As the industry’s most advanced heavy-duty diesel engine,
the15-litre Cummins Signature is increasingly being sought
by TAFE institutes for training the latest generation of
diesel technicians.

Cummins Swan Hill recently built a fully operational
Signature training module for the local TAFE where
apprentices now have the opportunity to learn the very
latest diesel engine technology from day one.

The photo shows Cummins Swan Hill branch manager
Peter Flanagan (left) presenting the training module to
Alan Box from Swan Hill TAFE.

�

with the fuel consumption which is
averaging 1.4 km/litre.

Lachlan, 27, has been in trucks
since he was 18 and chose the
Kenworth for one specific reason.
“Only the strongest survive in this
game,” he says.

“Peter Mustone (Cummins field
service engineer) gave me a lot of
help when I was speccing the
truck,” he adds.

The T904 is 110-tonne rated to
allow AB-triple operation, and is
fitted with dual 406 mm (16 in) air
cleaners - in place of the standard
356 mm (14 in) units - for lower
air restriction and increased filter
life.

Cummins changed the fuel
plumbing so that the fuel is
circulated through the four 450-
litre tanks to keep it cooler and
thus improve performance and fuel
economy.

The Signature 620 drives through
the top-rated 18-speed RTL022918
box to 4.3:1 rears. Cross diff locks
are fitted.

Lachlan also wanted a well
furnished place of rest so he
specified a 1270 mm (50 in)
sleeper with dual bunks and a
separate air conditioning unit in
the sleeper.

A Cummins Signature 565 lurks
under the bonnet of John and
Cathy Stevens’ Freightliner C120
which they operate on B-double
work between Bathurst and
Adelaide.

Mark Sewell from Orange operates this immaculate Cummins ISX-powered KW
T404 which pulls a Cement Australia tanker.

Lachlan Bunting’s KW T904 is propelled by a Signature 620 which he says is
“awesome in the hills”.

John enthuses over the tractive
effort and reliability of the
Signature which is also giving good
fuel economy, consistently
returning 1.65 to 1.69 km/litre at
62 to 63 tonnes.

“I previously had a 525 hp N14 but
there’s no comparison between it
and the Signature in terms of
performance,” he says.

The Signature also has a decisive
edge with its fuel economy.“On a
good day with the N14 I’d get 1.5
km/litre on B-double work,” he
points out.

John is complimentary about
Cummins’ service support, one of
the reasons he chose Signature
power in the first place.

John Stevens, who operates between Bathurst and Adelaide, enthuses over the
tractive effort and reliability of the Cummins Signature in his Freightliner C120.

Signature training module

for Swan Hill TAFE

Signature is on-song
for NSW owner-operators
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Although Coffin Bay is only a small town, its
reputation for oysters is huge.

The pristine clear, clean seawater of the bay is an
absolute haven for the cultivation of oysters that
have become famous around the world.

Coffin Bay is on the edge of the Great
Australian Bight in South Australia and
has close to 200 hectares of oyster
leases scattered throughout its bay
system.

Bill Stenson and his wife Jackie have
been oyster farmers at Coffin Bay,
since 1994.They sell 1.5 million oysters
a year while growing four to five
million each year.

“We actually started fishing in 1987,”
Bill recalls.“Jackie and I built a 53-foot
boat in our backyard and put an old
Cummins NH220 in it.We fished out
of Port Lincoln and Coffin Bay catching
leather jackets.The NH did thousands
of hours without having a spanner put
on it.” 

The Stensons started oyster farming at
Coffin Bay with a typical boat at the
time - an 18 ft aluminium unit powered
by an outboard.

Looking for a more efficient way of
travelling the 15 km out to the leases
as well as having the capacity to bring
back up to five tonnes of oysters, Bill
switched to a diesel engine/jet
combination five years ago - a 250 hp
Volvo engine coupled to a Hamilton jet
in a purpose-built 30 ft hull.

“The diesel engine and jet certainly proved a
successful package, but I wanted something more
powerful that I also knew would be reliable and
durable,” says Bill.

Express travel for Coffin Bay oysters
in Cummins-powered jet boat 

Bill Stenson... has proved that the Cummins engine/Hamilton
jet package is far superior to the alternative of twin
outboards.“We’re spending $10,000 less on fuel a year and our
maintenance costs are dramatically lower,” he says.

A lone Cummins genset, installed in a
dust-flecked container on a salt pan in
north-west Victoria, may seem
unremarkable at first sighting, but in
reality it’s contributing to an important
new production initiative.

The 220 kW Cummins genset is part of
a prototype portable extraction plant
that has been developed to recover
magnesium sulphate from salt bittern.

SunSalt, a Victorian company based at
Hattah near Mildura, is behind the
project in what is a significant extension
of its salt-making activities.

For the past 20 years, SunSalt has
extracted millions of tonnes of salt from
the Murray-Darling region for agricultural
and industrial uses.

Duncan Thomson’s innovative company
has recently diversified into table salt, and
consumers can now buy its Murray River

Gourmet Salt in stores.The gourmet salt is already being exported to the
US and Japan.

Qantas has even endorsed the product, saying that when it compared
SunSalt with some of the world’s leading salts, the home-grown alternative
won out. Qantas has begun using SunSalt in its inflight meal preparation.

SunSalt’s latest project - recovering magnesium sulphate from salt bittern -
entails a new process developed in conjunction with the CSIRO.

“The process will allow us to add to our salt production and
make a completely new product from the waste,” says
SunSalt managing director Duncan Thomson.

“It will be sold commercially in the chemical industry, for
fertiliser and animal supplements, for skin care products, and
for a host of other uses.”

The new process, in which temperature control is critical,
uses the Cummins generator to run the chiller plant as well
as several pumps.

Looking for a good quality second-hand generator, Duncan
Thomson approached Cummins Swan Hill which was able to
supply the 220 kW unit from Cummins Used stocks.

Cummins Used has a range of second-hand power
generation equipment which has been refurbished to provide
value-for-money in standby or prime power applications.

While SunSalt is turning saline groundwater into a range of
salt products, it is also playing its part in fighting a major
environmental challenge.

Salinity in the Murray-Darling Basin region, on the border of
Victoria and NSW, has been a problem for many, many years.
The cost is huge, with governments spending millions of
dollars a year trying to combat the crisis.

Some predictions are that within 50 years the river water
will be too saline for irrigation.

CSIRO scientists believe that part of the solution is to utilise the
salt as a resource, rather than regarding it only as a problem.

More than a pinch of salt

SunSalt founder Duncan
Thomson... even Qantas has
endorsed his product.

The result was a new aluminium Oceantech
vessel with a combination of Cummins C430
power and Hamilton jet propulsion.

“It’s a brilliant combination,” says Bill
emphatically.“We’ve got a top speed of 45 knots,
but generally we sit on 30 knots at 2000 rpm
which is very comfortable.”

The rev range of the Cummins engine allows the
Hamilton jet to run with an impeller pitch that
provides optimum torque for when the vessel is
fully loaded.

The manoeuvrability and operational flexibility of
the jet with its shallow draft capability also allow
the boat to travel right into the lease at full
operational speed.

Bill Stenson has proved that the diesel/jet
package is far superior to the alternative of twin
outboards.

“We’re spending $10,000 less on fuel a year and
our maintenance costs are dramatically lower,”
he points out.“You also have to remember that
outboards need to be replaced every three years
and that costs around $30,000.”

The cultivating of oysters is an interesting
process.

“We basically take 50 kg of small oyster spat and
turn it into 150 tonnes of fully grown oysters
over a 12-month period,” Bill explains.“It’s a very
labour intensive business with each oyster
graded four to five times over its life.”

The Stensons buy their juvenile oysters from

hatcheries in Tasmania.As a juvenile, the
oyster is a mere speck - about 4 mm in size.
Feeding on nutrients in the water, the oysters
then grow in mesh baskets and are graded a
number of times before being sold in plump
meat condition. On average, it takes around
two years for an oyster to grow from
juvenile to adult size.

While oyster farming is carried out
professionally today, it wasn’t always the case.
As far back as the 1840s, a small settlement -
appropriately named Oyster Town - began to
exploit the vast supply of oysters in the
Coffin Bay system.The fishery had collapsed
by the 1940s, however, when sailing cutters
had dredged the bay, taking all before them.

Today, the industry is well managed, ensuring
the oyster business is a totally renewable
resource and grown in an environmentally
friendly way.

The Stenson Oceantech oyster boat is capable
of 45 knots. Bill Stenson is pictured here with
Cummins Adelaide’s Troy Lawson.

Every tonne of salt removed helps in a small way to tackle
the salinity problem, although Duncan Thomson believes that
to make a difference in the Murray-Darling region,“we need
to get rid of three to four million tonnes of salt each year”.
Ironically, thousands of tonnes of salt are imported each year
from countries such as the UK, New Zealand,Thailand and
the US.

SunSalt is producing salt at three sites - at Hattah in Victoria
and at Mourquong and Wakool in NSW - where the saline
water is pumped up from underground aquifers into
evaporative surface ponds. On average, 50 tonnes of water
are needed to produce one-tonne of salt.

SunSalt, which recently won a Business Excellence Award for
innovation from the Mildura Chamber of Commerce, is also
supplying up to 120,000 litres of magnesium chloride a day
for dust suppression on roads.

SunSalt processing plant at Hattah, near Mildura. For the
past 20 years, the company has extracted millions of tonnes
of salt from the Murray-Darling region for agricultural and
industrial uses.

�
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Twin 635 hp Cummins QSM11
engines have helped propel
Sunrunner’s new 4800 sports cruiser
to top reviews in Australia’s boating
magazines.

Sunrunner Cruisers, a Gold Coast-
based manufacturer, has come a long
way in a short time after launching
its first sport cruiser, a 34-footer, in
May 2001.That model was named
Australian Boat of the Year in 2002.

Today, Sunrunner markets 33, 37 and
48 ft models and the company -
founded by Paul Smithson - is noted
for its Australian design,
craftsmanship and innovation.

The new 4800 Sunrunner, offered
with twin Cummins 10.8-litre
QSM11 engines rated at 635 or 660
hp, has received plenty of accolades
from Australia’s boating media.

In an article titled ‘Bigger than Jesus’,
Trade-A-Boat magazine says the
Sunrunner 4800 is all about lifestyle,
comfort and space.

“Designed for bronzed Aussies, the
flagship Sunrunner is a sports cruiser
on steroids - a no-fear milecatcher
for wrestling local waters.

“The terrific hull depth leads to
headroom of about 2.08 metres
from bow to stern, not to mention a
giant engine room with lots of space
for the twin high-tech 635 hp
QSM11 Cummins engines.”

The magazine continues:“The dual
shaftdrives and big props, not to
mention the thrusters, make this
boat a snap to drive...the 635 hp
Cummins QSM11s are nothing if not

QSM11s punch Aussie
sports cruiser to top reviews

perky diesel motors...we nudged 30
knots top speed, but bigger props
should deliver a few more knots.”

Listing the ‘highs’ of the 4800,
Trade-A-Boat says it is a “smooth,
impressive offshore performer for
serious holidaying away.”

Club Marine had this to say after
testing the Sunrunner 4800:“...the
throttles were pushed forward and
as the turbos cut in the boat just
rose out of the hole, like a true
sports cruiser should.

“The power came on smoothly and
there wasn’t the slightest hint of
smoke. Later, when we stepped off
the boat at the marina, the back of
the boat was as a clean as a whistle
and especially after all the

manoeuvring we had put it through,
one would have expected some
black diesel residue around the
exhausts, but there wasn’t any.

Club Marine continues:“As an aside,
Paul Smithson loves the Cummins
QSM11s and hasn’t stopped talking
about them since the 4800 went in
the water.”

“At wide open throttle the GPS
showed 28.8 knots over the ground.
But this boat likes to ride fairly flat
with the bow trimmed slightly down
and with a small amount of trim tab
introduced the speed rose to 31.1
knots.”

Club Marine concludes by saying the
4800 is “...right up there with similar
imported models without the
imported price.”

Pacific Motor Yacht magazine says of
the 635 hp Cummins engines:
“....with that much power the
Sunrunner 4800 sports cruiser
should go like the proverbial
‘clappers from hell’, and it did.

“Up on the helm level you felt like
the king of the mountain, with all
the features and this much power
at your disposal. I found the 4800
to be a very nimble and agile
boat...it literally leaped up on to
the plane...”

The magazine achieved a top
speed of 33.5 knots at lightships.
On another test with all gear and
full tanks, the speed was a still
respectable shade over 30 knots.

The club industry in NSW is big
business. In fact, the 1500 registered
clubs in NSW represent 40% of the
nation’s total.

With most of these clubs having gaming,
dining and entertainment facilities,
there’s a vital need for reliable standby
power so there are no interruptions in
the event of an outage.

Many clubs rely on Cummins generator
sets for their emergency power, one of
the latest in NSW being the Euston
Bowling & Recreation Club.

Euston is a scenic little town on the
banks of the Murray River, about 1000
km west of Sydney. It is perhaps
indicative of the town’s priorities and
functions that the largest building is the
Euston Recreation & Bowling Club.

Significantly, the club has the first
Australian installation of Cummins
Power Generation’s new DFE-series
fully integrated genset which is aimed at
the 455 to 500 kVA market.

“The DFE-series diesel generator set is
a fully integrated power generation

system, providing optimum
performance, reliability and versatility,”
says Peter Flanagan, manager of the
Cummins Swan Hill branch which
supplied the genset.

“It features the advanced 15-litre
Cummins QSX15 engine which has the
same power output as the 19-litre
Cummins KTA19 platform, but with
much improved power density and
emissions performance.

“The QSX15 is also a lower cost
package while offering a considerably
smaller size envelope along with
reduced maintenance and longer service
intervals.” 

The efficiency of the QSX15 focuses on
its Quantum System (QS) platform
which incorporates a full-authority
electronic fuel and engine management
system allowing compliance to stringent
US emission standards, years ahead of
their introduction into Australia.

The new genset also incorporates
Cummins’ latest PowerCommand digital
control system (PCC II) which offers an
analogue metering panel that
simultaneously displays 3-phase line to
line voltage and current, kW, power
factor and frequency.

PCC II also provides a graphical display,
with nine lines of data detailing the
current system status along with
historical information on alarms and
shutdowns.

“We actually had a 200 kVA Cat
generator but it failed and we decided
to swing over to the Cummins product
because of Cummins’ reputation for
after sales support,” says the club’s
general manager Ray Jones.

“The new Cummins genset (500 kVA)
also gives us the capacity to handle
future growth of the club.”

The Euston club has 3000 members
(Euston only has a population of 300)
and last year gave $160,000 back to the
community in grants.“This is a club for
the community,” says an emphatic Ray
Jones.

The club has diversified in recent years
and now owns a motel and hotel at
Euston.There are also plans to build
cabins on the site behind the club to
provide a total resort package to
tourists, water skiers, and fishermen.

The new generator set
features the15-litre Cummins
QSX15 engine which has the
same power output as the
19-litre Cummins KTA19
platform, but with much
improved power density and
emissions performance.

Euston Bowling & Recreation
Club has the first installation
in Australia of Cummins
Power Generation’s new
advanced DFE-series diesel
generator set. Pictured in the
generator room are the club’s
general manager Ray Jones
(at rear) with maintenance
manager Allan Clarke.

Latest technology genset is clean and compact
at NSW club
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Pyramid reaches new
heights with arrival of

Signature 580
For Paul Chappel, of Auckland’s
Pyramid Trucking, the chance to buy
a new Kenworth K104 Aerodyne
tractor fitted with a Cummins
Signature 580 was too good to
refuse, he figured.

With no previous experience of the
Signature engine, it offered an
opportunity for him to see how it
performed against the other engines
in his eight-truck fleet, contracted to
cart meat industry by-products
around the upper North Island.

The Kenworth was one of two,
replacing two of the four
Freightliners which previously made
up the American component of the
fleet, the balance being Mitsubishis
and Hinos.

The Cummins is the odd one out
among a trio of Caterpillars in the
American trucks and Paul is
especially pleased at the way it’s
shaping up after three months and
around 50,000 km:“Even though it’s
still fairly tight the fuel economy is
1.73 km/litre, about what I am
looking for, and it will only get better
as the engine loosens up.”

While those sort of figures might
not be outstanding for flat-road
running, the three-times-a-week trip
from Auckland via Hastings to
Wairoa takes in two of New
Zealand’s sternest tests of a truck,
the Taupo-Napier section of SH5 and
Napier-Wairoa return on SH2.

The K104 is generally at least half-
loaded with general freight or
industry-related chemicals on the
outward trip from Auckland, the
balance of the space being taken up
with empty product bins; then for
the return trip from the East Coast
freezing works with the meat

products it is always close to
maximum weight.

The truck has been set up, says Paul,
for long-term reliability and good
resale value:“The Kenworth carries a

bit of a tare weight
penalty compared with
the Freightliners, but I
am figuring on getting
two more years and
another 300,000km out
of it,” he says.

He also acknowledges
that the power rating
might be a little high for
the task, but says it was
chosen to make the
driver’s job easier.

Driver Butch Murphy
appreciates the sentiment, for he
finds the Signature 580 to be the
most impressive engine he has
experienced in a 13-year career in
trucks. He’s no stranger to
Cummins, having previously driven an
NTC365 in a T-line and an NTC400
in a Foden, but the newcomer offers
a new level of usable power.

What really gets Butch fizzing is the
performance of the 600hp Cummins
Intebrake, which he keeps engaged all
the time:“It’s the only truck I’ve ever
been in that can go down a hill in a
higher gear than it comes up, the
Intebrake is so strong.” 

He says he has done the entire
Napier-Taupo stretch without once
touching the service brakes, a claim
borne out by an engine-management
readout that showed just 500 main-
brake applications to over 10,000 for
the retarder.

The Kenworth runs in a B-double
configuration with tri-axle Opinion
Holdings trailers, their decks
fashioned from stainless steel for
easier cleaning. Edible goods are
carried in chilled curtainsiders, while
non-edibles (hides, chemicals and the
like) use flat-deck trailers. Because
Butch usually sleeps in the truck for
the overnight part of the loop the
big sleeper cab is well set up, even to
the extent of a DVD player.

The K104’s smart presentation and
eye-catching blue, green and silver
paint scheme won it best Kenworth
at a regional truck show late in 2003.

New to the Pyramid fleet, this Signature-powered
Kenworth is setting high standards.

Butch Murphy...has done the entire Napier-Taupo stretch without touching the
service brakes.

When Auckland-based boatie Ken
Holt lifted his Formula 4000
cruiser, ‘Manhattan’, from the water
to check a problem with one of its
twin drive legs, he little realised it
would lead to a seven-month
project that included a complete
repower, an extension of the
waterline by 900 mm and an
interior refit.

The Jim Young-designed 40-footer,
built by Formula Boats, was
originally fitted with twin Volvo
200s driving through stern legs.
Moored at Auckland’s Half Moon
Bay marina, it is used regularly for
family cruises to the Bay of Islands,
fishing and by Ken’s two sons for
diving.

As he explains, he had been very
happy with the boat’s performance,
but what looked at first to be a
minor problem rapidly became a
bigger job, prompting the
investigation of a swap to a
repower with a shaft drive layout.

“The balance was tipped when I
managed to get a sale for the
Volvos and the stern legs, leaving
me wondering what brand of
engine to go for.A yacht broker I
know suggested that I should
consider repowering with
Cummins, because the brand has a
great reputation for reliability,” he
says.

After discussions with Jon Jarvie of
Cummins NZ’s marine section, Ken
settled on a pair of the 330B
turbocharged marine diesels.Their
5.9-litre capacity was a little more
than the Volvos and the rated
power of 235 kW (330 hp) for
each engine represented quite a
jump in performance, yet there was
only a minor weight penalty.The
new engines drive Henley Tiger
propellers through Twin Disc
transmissions.

One of the key criteria of the refit
was to achieve an optimal
driveshaft angle of 10 degrees,
which required the engines to be
mounted further forward, plus the
waterline extension at the rear.

This wasn’t a totally radical step, as
at least two Formula boats had
been similarly extended previously.

However, it called for
a careful redesign by a
marine engineer and
months of hard work
by Ken, his sons and
an experienced
fibreglasser he
employed to help with
the job.

“We basically had to
strip the whole boat
out,” he says.“We
added a 6 mm
thickness of glass to
the inside of the hull
plus three new ribs.”

A key feature of the
project - and one that
called for a good deal
of careful juggling -
was the under-cockpit
location of both water
and diesel tanks in an
effort to balance the
forward location of
the engines.

As Ken points out,
some of the other

lengthening jobs he has seen on
similar boats have left the tanks
amidships with the result that the
boats sit a little bow-down:“We
were very pleased to see, when we
got the boat back in the water, that
it sits perfectly level and is running
a lot flatter through the water than
before.”

Performance has improved
dramatically. Originally with a rated
top speed of 26 knots, ‘Manhattan’
achieved 30 knots on sea trials with
Cummins. More significant for the
uses the Holt family put it to is the
improvement in cruising
performance:“Previously it would
cruise comfortably at 19 to 20
knots; since it has been back in the
water we’ve only had the

Cummins repower
the right ‘formula’

for Ken Holt
opportunity for a couple of
short runs but it feels
significantly stronger,” says Ken.

“The boat’s Sumlog was
temporarily out of action but
with the engines doing it easy at
2400 rpm it was really flying, at
what felt like around 24 knots.”

Comparatively low-revving for
this type of marine engine, the
330Bs are smooth and silent, he
adds.

Because the job involved the
relocation of virtually all the
boat’s plumbing and electricals
the engine installation has
resulted in an extremely
uncluttered and orderly
underfloor layout, with plenty of
working space around the
compact units.

Reflecting on the project -
which also included an
extensive interior refit - Ken
admits that if he knew at the
beginning how much work it
would involve he might have
had second thoughts.

However, he’s pleased with
result. “At the beginning when
my wife and I were deciding
what to do we looked at buying
another boat but we found that
for the same usable layout and
convenience of the Formula
4000 we would have to go to a
bigger boat which would be
more expensive and have meant
a shift of marina berth.As it is,
for less outlay we now have the
boat that we consider ideal for
our uses, with all performance
we want.”

Ken Holt... “A yacht broker I know suggested I should
repower with Cummins because the brand has a great
reputation for reliability.”

Apart from the repower, Ken
Holt’s Formula 4000
underwent an extension of
the waterline by 900 mm and
an interior refit.
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When Craig Watson’s boss at
Dennison Linehaul,Tim Dennison, told
him he was taking him out of his
beloved Detroit 430-engined Western
Star and putting him into a new
Cummins ISX 500-powered 8x4
Navistar 9800i he wasn’t initially
enthused.

“Compared with the Western Star, it
didn’t have the looks, I reckoned, so I
was pretty reluctant,” Craig confides.
“However, the Star was going off the
road for a repower (with a new
Detroit 500) so there was nothing I
could do about it.Tim promised when
the repower was done I could have
Western Star back and he would drive
the Navistar.”

Four months and 57,000 km down the
track, Craig’s attitude has changed
considerably:“Just let him try to get it
off me,” he laughs.“Tim Dennison,
you’ve lost a truck!”

Even his initial reservations on the
Navistar’s styling have been modified by
the transformation wrought by the
aero kit and the comfort and
convenience of the sleeper cab, a far
cry from the many older Internationals
he’s been involved with through a
10-year driving career.

In fact, Cummins-engined Inters have
been a consistent theme for Craig - an
old S-Line with an NTC, more recently
a T2670 with a 444 and an F4870 with
an N14.

He finds the power delivery of the ISX
- its 1850 lb ft of torque shared with
the Signature range - to be totally
different from the older engines:
“There’s never any trouble on hills,
despite the fact the rig is always close
to maximum load - it just wants to
keep on going.”

Asked about the retardation, he echoes
what is almost a standard comment
from users of the current Cummins
ISX/Signature range:“It’s unbelievable,
mate! Just throw in the fan as well and
there’s not a downhill it cannot handle
no trouble.” 

Dennison Linehaul’s contract with
Freightlines takes the flat-deck truck
and trailer combination all over New
Zealand.Typical loads include crushed
cars, steel rolls from BHP and
containers.The day we catch up with
Craig, he’s about to offload a rare
lighter than maximum load of pallets,
delivered from Chep in Nelson to the
company’s Auckland depot.

Craig Watson...didn’t want to be taken out of his Detroit-powered
Western Star, but now that he has had time in the Navistar with a
Cummins ISX under the cab his attitude has changed entirely.

Versatility is the keynote for the
Cummins Signature-powered
Freightliner Argosy 8x4 truck and
trailer combination operated by
Roadhaul (NI) Ltd out of Hastings
on the East Coast of New
Zealand’s North Island.

Though it has been set up primarily
to service Roadhaul’s contract with
the All Brite Group, New Zealand’s
largest recycler, the 2.4-metre high
bins on the truck and its McEwan
Engineering four-axle trailer also
feature swing-out and folding doors
to allow for the cartage of a variety
of backloads, among them fertiliser,
gravel and concrete blocks.

Double underbody hoists are fitted
to the truck, with external hoists
for the trailer.The combination is
fully air-suspended, the truck on
Freightliner Airliner units and the
trailer on SAF; the main braking
system is drums for the truck, discs
for the trailer, with Wabco ABS also
fitted.

The Argosy is one of four Roadhaul
trucks based in Hastings and
servicing All Brite’s main depot in
nearby Napier. It carts paper,
cardboard and plastics from
Wellington, Palmerston North, New
Plymouth and Gisborne and plastics
from Auckland, covering around
2500-3000 km a week.Apart from
the plastics all loads mean
maximum weight and the hilly New
Zealand terrain (especially the
notorious stretch of SH2 between
Napier and Gisborne) puts a
premium on accessible engine
performance, both uphill and down.

This is where the Signature 520
fitted to the Argosy really comes
into its own, says driver Bruce
Zander:“Because it’s got the same
1850 lb ft torque rating as more

powerful engines it eats the uphills,
while the Intebrake just laughs at
the downhill sections, even fully
loaded.Around 60% of my running
is back and forward to Gisborne; I
can typically do the trip with one
shift into low range each direction
and arrive with cold brakes.”

He finds the 1300-1500 rpm range
is where the Signature 520 is at its
best on uphills, commenting that
though it has the grunt to slog
down to lower revs, doing this
achieves nothing but waste fuel.

In a 22-year driving career Bruce
has had a moderate experience of
Cummins engines, including 410s in
ERFs and a 500hp N14-Plus in a
Kenworth T900 which is still
operated by Roadhaul.The Argosy,
he says, does the 245 km Hastings-
Gisborne run half an hour quicker
than the Kenworth, most of the
difference being gained on the
downhills.

Bruce had an input into the choice
of engine for the Freightliner and
says the decision to go for the
Signature was made primarily on its
excellent torque and retardation
specifications.

Fuel economy, too, is shaping up as
another bonus.With 47,000 km and
four months of running behind it,
the truck is returning 1.8 km/litre,
an impressive figure in the light of
the demanding highways it regularly
traverses and a promise of even
better to come as the engine
loosens up.

Though he doesn’t sleep in the
Argosy’s 90-inch sleeper cab, he
finds it very handy for extra storage
and makes for a more pleasant
working environment.

Craig warns:
‘Just try taking
this truck off me!’

Bruce Zander...“The Intebrake just laughs at the downhill sections.”

Torque,
retardation
key factors

in choice of
Cummins

Cummins Townsville branch manager
Neville Brown is regional manager of
the new Army Reserve Technical
Trainee Scheme (ARTTS).

Brown is a senior logistics officer in
the reserve.

Under the new scheme, apprentices
join the Army Reserve, with the Army
being the primary host employer.
Companies like Cummins assist with
part-time placement of the new
apprentices.

The scheme is working well and
allows host employers to have a look
at new apprentices for long term
recruitment as well as a resource
during heavy work loads.

Neville Brown also sits on the
Queensland State Taskforce for
technical training and apprenticeship
concerns and issues.

Cummins Townsville manager Neville Brown (right)
with Federal MP for Herbert Peter Lindsay at the
signing ceremony for the new technical trainee scheme.

New army trainee
scheme gets nod
from Cummins
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Barry Spooner’s sure of his facts,
especially the number a boats
International Marine has built since it
began operations in Melbourne a little
over 45 years ago.

“We’d have built around 40,000 boats
since 1958,” he states emphatically and
with a definite tone of pride.

This staggering statistic comes to light
as Barry reflects on the time-honoured
business of International Marine, one
that was founded in the Melbourne
suburb of Scoresby and remains at the
same site today.

Builder of the well known Caribbean
range of boats, International Marine
celebrated 45 years of boat building
in 2003.

The business was founded by Arch
Spooner - Barry’s father - in 1958. It
was known back then as International
Plastics, as Arch became the first
person to seriously pursue fibreglass
marine technology in Australia.

By the mid-1960s the company was the
largest manufacturer of fibreglass boats
in the southern hemisphere.

“In the 60s and 70s we were building
35 to 40 boats a week. Most of these
were in the 13-foot to 18-foot range,”
Barry points out.

Barry Spooner took over the
management of International Marine in
1971 and he admits that tradition flows
strongly through the company today.

At the same time he’s aware of the
pitfalls of living in the past.“Customers
aren’t interested in what you’ve done,
they’re interested in what you’re going
to do.That’s sometimes painful but it’s
the reality,” he says.

Having just finished reading a book on
the history of Cummins - The Engine
That Could - Barry also refers to a
quote from Irwin Miller who was
chairman of the Cummins board from
1951-77. Miller stated:“You learn
lessons from the past, but you don’t fall
in love with the past.”

Today, International Marine’s Caribbean
boat range spans 4.8 metres (16 ft) to
14.3 metres (47 ft), which covers
runabouts to luxury flybridge cruisers
costing around $1 million.

For many years the Bertram brand
name was used by International Marine 
after the company had secured
exclusive manufacturing rights for
Bertram boats for the Australasian
market in 1963. Bertram was a US
company.

Barry Spooner....“Customers aren’t
interested in what you’ve done,
they’re interested in what you’re
going to do.That’s sometimes painful
but it’s the reality.”

The relationship ended in
1992, however, when Bertram
went bust and was sold to an
Italian company.

The Caribbean range is today
built by over 100 employees,
with Barry Spooner’s son,
Richard, managing director of
the company.

Cummins’ relationship with
International Marine began in
1974 when the V8 diesel, the
V504-M rated at 210 hp, was
fitted in the 35ft Bertram.

Today, the 35 ft Caribbean
flybridge cruiser is one of International
Marine’s best sellers and it comes with
just the one engine choice - the
Cummins B330.

“We fitted our first B-series Cummins
engines in 1985 - they were rated at
250 hp - but it wasn’t until the mid-90s
that the B-series became standard in
our 35 ft boat,” Barry Spooner
points out.

“By then we considered it had
developed into a very good engine.

“We must be the only builder in the
world of a 35-foot flybridge cruiser
that offers just the one engine, and we
don’t hear any evidence that we’re
losing sales because of that.” 

45 years and 40,000 boats later...

In November 2003 another emergency call was
received from the consultants
for three more Power Rent
generators and transformers.
One of the generators along
with cable and a transformer
was airlifted out of Townsville
to Nauru and was on line
within a couple of days.

Apart from the generators,
cable and transformers,
Cummins has also supplied a
30,000-litre bulk storage fuel
tank, in-line pumps and
pipework.

Technicians from Cummins Brisbane fly to Nauru
monthly to service the generators.The contract
also includes the supply of parts and consumables
such as Cummins Premium Blue oil.

Cummins Power Rent responds

to Nauru emergency
The ability of Cummins Power Rent to mobilise
quickly and efficiently has again been
demonstrated with the supply of five 1.25 MW
generator sets, cables and transformers to the
South Pacific island of Nauru.

Nauru President Rene Harris has sent his thanks
to Cummins for its quick response to the island’s
power problems. Nauru is the world’s smallest
independent republic with a population of 12,500.

When an urgent call first went out in May 2002
for temporary power for Nauru, Cummins
Brisbane took the lead in coordinating the project,
dispatching the first two Power Rent generators
along with cable and 1.5 MVA step-up transformers.

Sydney consultants Sinclair Knight Merz requested
the power through AusAID, the Australian
Government’s overseas aid program.

When the emergency call went out last November for three
more Power Rent generators and transformers, one of the
gensets was airlifted out of Townsville and was on line within
a couple of days.
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In fact, in 10 years more than 200
Cummins B-series engines have gone
into Caribbean boats.

Cummins power is also offered in the
40 ft Caribbean flybridge cruiser in the
form of the C450, while the QSM11
rated up to 660 hp will become
available in the new 47 ft Caribbean to
be released in the next couple of
months.

Additionally, International Marine
sources its total diesel genset
requirements from Cummins Onan and
recently started fitting the new digital
e-QD series - the only digital
electronic units in the pleasure boat
market. Over the last 10 years, more
than 150 Onan diesel gensets have
been fitted in Caribbean boats.


